
In 2012 David Howington, a local 
historian, approached the Choctaw 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���2���F�H��
about conducting historical 
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�W���)�R�U�W���0�F�&�X�O�O�R�F�K�����6�W�D�����D�W��
Historic Preservation made several 
trips to the fort to document some 
�R�I���W�K�H���¿�Q�G�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�U�H���E�\���0�U����
Howington.  A retired historical archeologist was consulted 
for further advice, who began with a review of old historical 
�P�D�S�V���D�Q�G���D�H�U�L�D�O���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�������$�H�U�L�D�O���S�K�R�W�R-
graphs from the 1940s were found to show a great deal of 
detail about the area that no longer exists, due to farming 
�D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V��

A review of available literature about post revealed a 
confusion of accounts and facts about the old fort, its 
�P�D�N�H���X�S���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���D�V���W�R���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���Z�D�V��

 A number of visits have been made to the area over the 

�S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U���D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U���D���G�R�]�H�Q���I�D�L�U�O�\��
impressive archeological 
features have been recorded.  
�)�R�U�W�L�¿�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
several star forts and open 
trench and berm positions locat-
�H�G���I�U�R�P�����������W�R�����������\�D�U�G�V���D�S�D�U�W����
�Z�L�W�K���H�D�F�K���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���R�Q�H���R�U��
�P�R�U�H���R�W�K�H�U���I�R�U�W�L�¿�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V������
�6�W�D�U���I�R�U�W�V���Z�H�U�H���I�D�L�U�O�\���V�L�P�S�O�H��
platforms, built up with earth 3 
to 5 feet high on points of high 
ground.  Most were rectangular 
with berm walls 2 to 4 feet high 
above the fort platform and 
triangular bastions in each 
corner.  The ‘fort’ was surround-
�H�G���R�Q���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�Z�R���V�L�G�H�V���E�\���D��
trench about 10 feet wide and 5 
�W�R�������I�H�H�W���G�H�H�S�������2�S�H�Q���I�R�U�W�L�¿�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���K�D�Y�H��
trenches and berms of dirt on three sides, and open from 
behind the area being guarded.

A number of roads converge on the fort area and the focus 
�R�I���W�K�H���I�R�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�D�V���W�R���J�X�D�U�G���W�K�H���W�U�D���F���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�D�G�V������
So far, four river fords and one bridge location have been 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���%�O�X�H���5�L�Y�H�U�������7�K�H���P�D�L�Q���U�R�D�G��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�R�V�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���7�H�[�D�V���%�X�W�W�H�U�¿�H�O�G���5�R�D�G���I�U�R�P���%�R�J�J�\��

Depot to the northeast 
and Fort Washita to the 
west. 

Other roads through 
the area include the old 
�'�U�D�J�R�R�Q���5�R�D�G���I�U�R�P��
Camp Holm to the 
north, the Fort Towson 
and Armstrong Acad-
�H�P�\���5�R�D�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
east-southeast, the road 
to Sherman and 
�%�R�Q�K�D�P���W�R���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K����
and a branch road to 
Preston/Denison to the 
southwest.  The bridge 
�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���D��
large gauge braided 
�V�W�H�H�O���F�D�E�O�H���V�W�L�O�O���¿�U�P�O�\��
attached to its anchor 
on the riverbank.  The 
cable is believed to be from the second bridge at this point, a 
toll bridge erected after the Civil War.  There are references 
�W�R���D�Q���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���µ�U�L�F�N�H�W�\�¶���E�U�L�G�J�H���D�W���W�K�L�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���Z�D�U�������$��
�P�L�O�O���E�X�L�O�W���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���E�\���&�O�D�X�G�H���1�D�L�O���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V�����D�Q�G���X�V�H�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���I�R�U�W�����K�D�V���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�������/�R�F�D�O��
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���V�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���J�U�D�Y�H�V���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V��
�Q�H�[�W���W�R���W�K�H���1�D�L�O���)�R�O�V�R�P���I�D�P�L�O�\���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�\���D�W���1�D�L�O�¶�V���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��
the east side of the river.  A brief visit to the area in 2012 did 
�Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H���D�Q�\���J�U�D�Y�H�V���E�X�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���V�D�Q�G�V�W�R�Q�H���U�R�F�N�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V��
�Z�D�V���F�R�P�P�R�Q���P�D�U�N�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�����Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W�H�G���S�L�O�H�G���Q�H�[�W���W�R��
the wrought iron fence enclosing the Nail/Folsom graves. 

One of the more impressive features at the fort was a corral 
complex which included a Glanders compound and one 
�D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���L�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���U�H�P�X�G�D�������*�O�D�Q�G�H�U�V���Z�D�V���D���G�H�D�G�O�\��
disease for horses and the Confederates learned that new 
animals had to be quarantined for a period to stop the spread 
of the virus long before it was heard of in the north.  Accord-
ing to era descriptions, the Glanders compound would have 
had a stockade and a berm perimeter.  A low berm remains in 
�S�O�D�F�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�Z�R���V�L�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G���W�R�G�D�\�������7�K�H���F�R�P-
�S�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���U�H�P�X�G�D���F�R�U�U�D�O���V�K�R�Z���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���D�H�U�L�D�O��
�S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V�����D�F�U�R�V�V���D���V�X�Q�N�H�Q���U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�P�D�V-
ter’s compound.  A log cabin that once existed in the area also 
�V�K�R�Z�V���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���R�O�G���D�H�U�L�D�O�V�����E�X�W���K�D�V���V�L�Q�F�H���E�H�H�Q���O�R�V�W���W�R���D��
�V�W�R�F�N���S�R�Q�G���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��

A great deal of research remains to be done at this impor-
�W�D�Q�W���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���S�R�V�W��

Fort McCulloch
Iti Fab�pssa

Editor’s Note: This 
month’s Iti Fabvssa is 
part two in a two-part 
series by James Briscoe 
on Fort McCulloch.

A mostly forgotten 
Choctaw historical site

Detail of the remaining portion of the main 
�I�R�U�W�L�¿�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�V���G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H�������������D�H�U�L�D�O���S�K�R-
tograph.

�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���I�R�U�W���S�O�D�Q�V���D�W���)�R�U�W���0�F�&�X�O�O�R�F�K��

�)�H�D�W�X�U�H���������Q�H�[�W���W�R���W�K�H��
�7�H�[�D�V���%�X�W�W�H�U�¿�H�O�G��
�5�R�D�G��

�0�D�L�Q���5�R�D�G�Z�D�\�V�����U�H�G�����D�Q�G��
�I�R�U�W�L�¿�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�T�X�D�U�H�V����
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���)�R�U�W���0�F�&�X�O�O�R�F�K��
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