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The Choctaw Nation CARES
Project in Talihina, Oklahoma, was
recently visited by SAMHSA, Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration. The site
visit team consisted of Project Of-
ficer Jill Erickson, Site Visit Coor-
dinator Al Hiat, Federation of
Families Representative Shannon
Crossbear, Community Consultant
Marty Hydaker, and National In-
dian Child Welfare Association
Community Specialist Allen
Nelson.

The site team met with CARES
staff and project evaluators, De-
cember 8-11, to review the
program’s last fiscal year of
progress. The program was
awarded a cooperative service
agreement funded through
SAMHSA.

Based at Chi Hullo Li in Tali-
hina, CARES offers services to
Native American children between
the ages of 1 day to 18 years of age,
who reside in the Choctaw Nation
10 1/2 county service area and are
experiencing a temporary emo-
tional disharmony.

   Front from left: Renee Baughman, Shannon Crossbear, Marty Hydaker, Pam
Jumper Thurman; middle:  Stephanie Francis, Kathryn Pitchford, Barbara
Plested, Jill Erickson; and back: Jack Austin Jr., Al Hiat, Allen Nelson.
Participating but not pictured: Gary Batton, Executive Director Choctaw Nation
Health Services, and Joe Stratton, Director Behavioral Health Services.

SAMHSA site team visits CARES

Cutting edge CT scanner

A recently installed Siemens Emotion 6 multi-slice CT scanner has brought the Choctaw
Nation Health Care Center to the forefront of technology, allowing multiple exams to be
performed in a single visit with most exams taking less than one minute to be performed.
Future software installation will allow for virtual colonoscopy and many other non-invasive
procedures. This advancement keeps with the Choctaw Nation’s mission of providing high
quality, cost effective and coordinated health services with a focus on primary patient care.

Recovery Center receives grant

Donation benefits Jones Academy
Nat and Evelyn Marshall of Buffalo Valley, Oklahoma, on behalf

of the Virginia LeFlore Marshall Scholarship Fund, gave $10,000 to
Jones Academy for the benefit of current and past Jones Academy
students. Seventeen former Jones Academy students who are now
attending college will receive $250 each.

The Jones Academy Christmas Fund, which provides Christmas
gifts for all current students, received $2,500 and the Jones Acad-
emy Scholarship Foundation benefitted from the remainder of the
generous gift.

The Marshalls are longtime supporters of education and of Jones
Academy.

   Nat Marshall presents a check to Brad Spears, Administrator
of Jones Academy. Mrs. Marshall holds the plaque presented to
the Marshalls by the Choctaw Nation in appreciation for all that
they do in support of education and Jones Academy.

Program awarded cooperative service agreement

Fifth-graders targeted for diabetes education
Native Americans show a

greater incidence of certain dis-
eases and conditions than the
general population.  These con-
ditions, such as diabetes, tuber-
culosis, and substance abuse are
catastrophic to some families.
The Choctaw Nation wants tribal
members to beat these statistics
and is aggressively seeking ways
to decrease the incidence and
complications of diabetes by
implementing exercise pro-
grams, nutrition education and
promoting awareness of the
chronic disease.

One program enlisted by the
Choctaw Nation targets fifth-
grade students in schools
throughout the tribe’s 10 1/2
county service area in southeast-
ern Oklahoma.

A team from the Choctaw Na-
tion Diabetes Wellness Center
visits the targeted schools,
screening and educating the
fifth-graders about good health
and diabetes prevention.

The students go through four
stages of the educational pro-
gram. They answer a wellness
questionnaire about how much
exercise they get, how many

servings of fruit and vegetables
they eat, how much water they
drink and how often they eat
candy, chips and fast-food res-
taurant foods.

Then they have in-class edu-
cation with a team of four hold-
ing and posing questions and an-
swers about the cause of diabe-
tes and what your body needs to
prevent it.

Exercise comes next, and is a
fun time with each class form-
ing a ring around a big parachute
along with an exercise leader.
They flap it in unison and flip
balls and animal dolls in the air.

The children then get to inter-
act with the Salad Sisters, with
lively music and partners color-
fully dressed as a banana, broc-
coli, orange and tomato.

The Salad Sisters are also
known as Nancy Clark, Bernice
Williams, Annette Choate and
Lee Ann Roberts with dietician
Erin Adams. Matt Adams coor-
dinates the exercise and Steve
Young, RN, gives the children
finger-stick blood glucose
screening with a signed consent
from parents.

The test results indicate if fur-

ther testing is needed at a lab.
The children are taught the im-

portance of exercising, drinking
plenty of water and having five
to nine servings of fruits and veg-
etables each day.

The Choctaw Nation also pre-
sents programs in tribal Head
Start centers and is involved in a

new Diabetes Detection Initia-
tive, a nationwide program to
screen people 18 and over for
diabetes. The program will reach
all sectors of the population, but
Choctaws have joined the initia-
tive because of their emphasis on
diabetes prevention.

The screenings will detect

problems with diabetes people
may not be aware of. Statistics
show that one third of the people
who have diabetes don’t know
they have it. Type I diabetes is
where the body fails to produce
any insulin. Type II is where the
insulin the body does produce is
unable to adequately trigger the

conversion of food into energy.
The majority of adults with dia-
betes have Type II. The occur-
rence of Type II in children is ris-
ing at an alarming rate.

– Story compiled from infor-
mation obtained from Choctaw
Nation Health Services and Bob
West of the McCurtain Gazzette.

The Choctaw Nation Recovery Center, through
a grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, has
instituted a new system that is designed to reduce
crime associated with abuse of alcohol and con-
trolled substances that are involving Native Ameri-
can people.

A new computerized system is being imple-
mented currently at Durant Tribal Complex and
the Antlers, Clayton, and Wilburton Police De-
partments.  This will allow Native Americans
who have been arrested to be given the oppor-
tunity to be referred to the Choctaw Nation Re-
covery Center for assessment and treatment.

Doing this provides a way for the Recovery

   A new Recovery Center, similar to the architect’s rendering above, is to be built
on the campus of the old Choctaw Nation hospital. The facility will accommodate
30 patients.

Center to take some of the burden off of the local
court systems for these Native American offend-
ers.

This computer system is necessary because dis-
cussions between tribal and local law enforcement
agencies revealed that there were serious gaps in
the reporting of substance abuse crimes involving
Native American Indians between the two agen-
cies.

The purpose of this new system is not to arrest
all Native American offenders of substance abuse,
but rather identify and provide treatment to Na-
tive Americans in an effort to avoid future of-
fenses.
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Package makes soldier’s day
Dear Choctaw Nation,

I would like to thank you for the care package that you sent. The
items came in real handy over here. It always makes a soldier’s day
to receive goodies.

SSG Chesley Baird

   Chris and Susan Roberts, Christopher Jr. and Dr.
Berryhill.

Reader shares Harris ancestry
Dear Editor,

I saw the notice in the BISHINIK announcing the 25th wedding
anniversary of Tommy and Delphi Whiteman. What really caught
my attention was his statement that Henry C. Harris was his great-
great-grandfather. Henry C. Harris was my great-grandfather. His
son, James Edward “Jack” Harris, was born in 1866 and married
Amanda McDonald. They were my grandparents. My father was
Claude Fletcher Harris who died in 1976.

A cousin, Ruby Harris, published a book, “Henry C. Harris – Choc-
taw Statesman.” There are many letters and articles about the heri-
tage of the Harris ancestors in her book.

Ruby took care of the Harris house for many years. She also has
the genealogy on the last page of the book. The last entry on the
genealogy page states, “Mattie Josephine Harris was born in 1880;
she married Jordon Whiteman.”

If Tommy or anyone is interested in learning more about the book
I have, they can write to the address below. Thank you.

Lucile (Harris) Banzhaf
500 South St.

McCook, NE 69001

Researching Oklahoma’s women settlers
Dear Editor,

I am an amateur researcher compiling information on women who
helped settle Oklahoma before statehood (1907). My goal is to focus
on the women who came to Oklahoma either to claim land in one of
the land runs, or obtain Indian allotment land during this same time
frame or women who started a business in the early days of Okla-
homa.

Most of the stories written about the land runs have been about the
men and their families, but I want to capture the life of these brave
and courageous women who also came and settled in Oklahoma.
Some women might have originally came to Oklahoma with a hus-
band, but for whatever reason – illness, death, or divorce – the woman
was left to prove up the land either by herself or with the help of
children or relatives and their stories are also what made Oklahoma
the great state it is today.

There have been many memorable stories written about women
who claimed land in other states, so it is my hope to find the stories
of these resilient Oklahoma women and tell their story. Any story, no
matter how long or short will be appreciated, including letters, news-
paper articles, obits, diaries or family history recalling their journey
and life in Oklahoma. These women are our ancestors who left us a
legacy of their experiences.

If known, please include the county in which they settled, or if
known the land description of the property they homesteaded.

Mrs. Thelma Noland
4290 Herrick Rd.
Beggs, OK 74421

Dear Choctaw Nation Higher
Education Department,

Thank you for the scholarship to
continue my education in Seminary.
Currently, I am a Music and Youth
Minister in Yukon and would not be
able to attend school without the aid
of the Tribe. I am going to school at
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary through the extension in
Shawnee. The funds have allowed me

Student attends theological seminary

Reunion

PARISH
A family reunion is being planned for all Parish descendants dur-

ing the Labor Day Festival at Tushka Homma. For more informa-
tion, please call Eva Jean Felihkatubbee, 909-279-4274.

A wonderful Christmas
Dear Chief Pyle and the Choctaw Nation,

Thank you very much for what the tribe did for us at Christmas.
Our daughter and grandson are living with us due to my daughter’s
illness and need for lots of medication. Councilman Perry Thomp-
son and Donna Bacon contacted Chief Pyle and the very next day,
food and toys and clothes for our grandson arrived at our house. We
had a wonderful Christmas and appreciate so much what the Chief
and the Choctaw Nation did.

Linda Noah and family
Hugo, Oklahoma

Family grateful for assistance
Dear Choctaw Nation,

We, the family of Agnes Kellet, would like to say thank you to Dr.
Regan and ER Staff for taking care of our mother-grandmother in
her time of need for medical attention; Councilman Delton Cox,
Charlene Grunstad and staff for helping with a place to stay while in
Tulsa; Choctaw Housing Authority for the plant that was sent; and
also a special thank you to Chief Greg Pyle and Assistant Chief Mike
Bailey for having programs for families who need help in situations
of emergencies.

We appreciate all the help that was provided to and for us through
the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma while our mother/grandmother was
in the hospital in Tulsa.

The family of Agnes Kellett

Honored to receive scholarship
Dear Choctaw Nation,

Thank you for the scholarship you bestowed upon me. It was a
very welcome and wonderful surprise to find out that I was awarded
such a scholarship. I feel so honored to receive such an award, espe-
cially because I am proud of my Choctaw heritage. Thank you again.

Cacy Herman
Port Jefferson Station, New York

Seeking cousin’s whereabouts
Dear Editor,

I would like for my cousin, Carol, whom I’ve lost contact with, to
please attend a get-together of all the cousins at my home on April
17. Please come, Carol.

Dude Brooksher
9823 La Docena Ln

Pico Rivera, CA 90660

Tribe’s support is appreciated
Dear Chief Pyle,

I would like to thank you and the Choctaw Nation for your support
of our Nation and more importantly our soldiers during this past year.
Your thoughtfulness and the Choctaw Nation’s generosity are greatly
appreciated.

Larry J. Marcy
CPT, TC

to learn more about the Bible and how to lead others to discover their
purpose in life.

Roger Sharp
Yukon, Oklahoma

Voc Rehab staff goes beyond call of duty
Dear Chief Pyle,

I now live in Hugo, Oklahoma, where I have lived for over two
years. I would like the opportunity to show my gratitude for what
God has done for me through the love and support of the Choctaw
Nation. Since I have been in Hugo, I have been working with the
Vocational Rehabilitation program because of my disability. I can’t
begin to express my feelings of appreciation for the staff members at
this location. These unique and caring individuals went beyond the
call of duty to help me with some of the toughest times in my life.
When everyone else had written me off as a lost cause they picked
me up and changed my life forever. Starting with John Vick, com-
munity base social worker, who took me into his own home and nursed
me back to health. We are now great brothers in Christ and attend the
same church. Glenn Russ, job placement specialist, went out ahead
of me to establish my drive back into the local workforce. Angela
Dancer, senior counselor, who with a loving heart even made sure I
had somewhere to go for the holidays. These people are more than
just employees with the Choctaw Nation, they are family to me. One
of the greatest Christmas gifts I could receive is for these people to
be recognized for their outstanding performances. Along with the
Choctaw Nation Indian Clinic, the Housing Authority, to all the em-
ployees at the Vocational Rehabilitation Center, I would like to say
thank you from the bottom of my heart. You guys were in the right
place at the right time and I will never forget you all. I am currently
unemployed due to health reasons but by the grace of God, I plan on
being in full effect and going any time now. This is a wonderful com-
munity with wonderful people and I look forward to a lot of good
years ahead.

Ken Westbrook

Dear Choctaw Nation Higher
Education Department,

I wanted to let you know how much
I appreciate the Choctaw Nation in pro-
viding me assistance in furthering my
education. My family and I thank you
for helping those seeking higher edu-
cation.

Ashley Hunn
Red Bluff, California

Student helped with higher education

Implant allows young boy to hear
Dear Choctaw Nation,

Chris and Susan Roberts, parents of Christopher Roberts, Jr., would
like to express their gratitude to Dr. Berryhill for performing the
successful cochlear implant in Christopher, Jr., on September 16,
2003. He was deaf, but now with the cochlear implant is able to hear.

We would like to thank Chief Greg Pyle and the referring physi-
cians at the Choctaw Nation hospital in Talihina for allowing Dr.
Berryhill to work at the Children’s Hospital in Oklahoma City where
the surgery was performed.

The Roberts family would like to give a special thanks to Char-
lene Grunstad, who has worked at the tribal complex for more than
20 years for her assistance on the many trips to Oklahoma City for
the care of Christopher. Also, a special thank you to the Atoka United
Pentecostal Church for all of their prayers. We also appreciate the
support from Christopher’s grandparents, Hawkeye and Faye Rob-
erts, Chuquieta Short, John Cummins and all of the great- and great-
great-grandparents and other family members who have been so lov-
ing and caring for Christopher. Since his surgery, he was crowned
King of Achille’s Kindergarten class.

Much thanks goes to his teacher, Mrs. Winnett, and the staff at
Achille School.

Chris and Susan Roberts
Colbert, Oklahoma

Researching family history
Dear Editor,

I am researching my family history and would appreciate any in-
formation your readers might have on the following individuals:

Harriet Gardner married Benjamin Franklin Tomlinson.
Georgia Elora White married Seward Lee Loudermilk.
I especially would like to know who their parents were and where

they are buried. Thank you.
Cherie James Norris

3633 County Road 55
Bellefontaine, OH 43311

937-592-8861
norrisbc@charter.net

Dear Choctaw Nation Higher
Education Department,

Thanks so much for the funds to help
with my education. It is greatly appre-
ciated.

Kari Jo Eeds

Kari, a resident of Elk City, Okla-
homa, is currently a student at Vernon
College. A member of the college’s
Chaparrals Rodeo Team, Kari partici-

Appreciates help with education

pates in the Goat Tying and Breakaway Roping events. She is the
2002-03 State Champion Goat Tyer, 2001-02 Reserve State Cham-
pion Goat Tyer, and placed fourth in the 2001 National High School
Rodeo. She is studying to be an X-ray technician.

Tribe offers invaluable services
Dear Choctaw Nation,

I would like to thank the Choctaw Nation for all of the assistance
that they provide for the average college student. I am a student at
SOSU, and I attribute much of my academic success and financial
well-being to the Choctaw Nation. I receive both the BIA grant and
housing assistance. I know I represent all of the other Choctaw stu-
dents of SOSU when I offer my thanks for these invaluable services
that we receive from you all.

Wayne Janoe

Servicemen in England WWII
Dear Choctaw Nation,

When I was a little girl, in the village of Bredon, Worcestershire,
England, we offered hospitality to American servicemen who were
stationed nearby. Our two guests, who became our friends, were a
gentleman from the Choctaw Nation and another gentleman from
the Cherokee Nation. I was too small to realize that they were telling
which Nation they belonged to, so I called them “Cherokee” and
“Choctaw”. These were such kind, mannerly, considerate men, and I
have often wondered how they fared in the War. It would be so won-
derful if anyone could recall a member of the Choctaw Nation who
was based at Ashchurch Army Camp, Worcestershire, England, and
if they could tell me if my friendly American soldier, always so po-
lite and who never “talked down” to a small girl, got through the War
okay. We lived in Oak Lane, Bredon. I am quite willing to give more
information if needed.

Sylvia Charlewood
12 Hillands Drive

Cheltenham Glos. England GL53 9EU
charlewood@aol.com

FRANKLIN-LOUIS
The Franklin and Louis reunion is set for 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on May

1, 2004, in Broken Bow, Oklahoma. We would like for everyone to
please attend. If you know anyone who is a Franklin or Louis or
related, please tell them about this. The reunion will be held at the
Investment Center in Broken Bow. Please bring pictures, letters or
anything to tell us about our family.

For more information, please contact DeVonda Silvas by e-mail,
Pocahontas0968@aol.com, or call 972-329-2419.

Student assisted with higher education
Dear Editor,

Special thanks to District 7 Councilman Jack Austin for the assis-
tance with medical expenses for my brother, William Roberts, of
Dallas, Texas. The generosity was greatly appreciated.

Elias Roberts
Wr ight City, Oklahoma

Lost contact with sisters
Dear Editor,

I have two sisters who lived in Durant, Oklahoma, the last time I
talked with them. Their names are Anita and Elaina Lanoue. The
next time I called their line had been disconnected. I have moved a
couple of times and may be entering the military soon. I would like
to hear from them once more.

If there is anyone who knows of these two or their whereabouts,
please contact me. Please help bring the family back together again.
Thank you.

Eric “Bo” Lanoue
5402 S. 38th Dr.

Phoenix, AZ 85041
Law14e@aol.com

Arts & Craft Vendors
Applications for the 2004 Choctaw Nation Labor Day Festival

will begin being accepted on March 1, 2004.

All applications must be submitted through the mail, all vendor

spaces will be reserved on a first come first serve basis.

For an application or more information, contact Tanya Ashcraft

or Lisa James at 800-522-6170, ext. 2132 or 2125.

Food Vendors
The deadline for food vendors for the 2004 Choctaw Nation

Labor Day Festival is March 19, 2004. All vendors must submit

application, proof of liability insurance, and reservation fee.

For an application or more information, contact Tanya Ashcraft

or Lisa James at 800-522-6170, ext. 2132 or 2125.
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From the desk of Assistant Chief Mike Bailey

From the desk of Chief Gregory E. Pyle

Working for better health of tribal members

Chaplain’s Corner
By the Rev. Bertram Bobb, Choctaw Tribal Chaplain

It is always a blessing to share
God’s plan and purpose for us
from His Word for our spiritual
growth. God has given to us
many promises to claim by faith.
I appreciate your encouraging
letters and personal words on the
Chaplain’s Corner. May God
continue to bless you.

In Paul’s letter to the Church
at Corinth he writes about three
different kinds of men. In chap-
ters one and two of First
Corinthians we read about the
Spiritual man. In the latter part
of the second chapter we learn
some things about the unsaved
man whom he calls the Natural
man.

Chapter three tells us about
the Carnal man – the person who
is born again but who lets his life
be controlled by the desires of
the flesh and by the reasoning of
men rather than by the Spirit of
God.

In the first four verses of chap-
ter three we learn that Paul could
not teach the deep things of God
to these people because of their
carnality. He had to feed them
spiritual milk (Hebrews 5:12-14)
instead of spiritual meat. Paul
said the marks of carnality are:
envy, strife, divisions – factions,
jealousies, and quarreling.

Having accused them of car-
nality because of their divisions,
Paul presented another question.
He asked, in verse 5: “Who then
is Paul, and who is Apollos, but
ministers by whom ye believed,
even as the Lord gave to every
man.”

It seems as though Paul was
saying, “God has used us as min-
isters, but who are we? We are
mere servants to whom the Lord
has given a ministry.”

Then he added in verse 6: “I
have planted, Apollos watered;
but God gave the increase.” Paul
planted the seed and Apollos
watered it, but God made it grow.
Paul and Apollos were merely
instruments in God’s hands.

Paul had planted the seed of
spiritual truth in the hearts of
these Corinthians. Apollos had
watered that truth, but God
caused the spiritual growth in
the heart of each willing Chris-
tian.

Weeds and thorns represent
sin. (Matthew 13:24-30) When
weeds get into a field, the plants
cannot grow properly. When sin
gets into the life of a Christian,
spiritual growth is hindered. God
wants to use us, but He cannot

The Choctaw Nation has
made a consistent effort over the
past few years to involve our
tribal people in state and national
elections as well as elections on
the local and tribal levels.
Whether the election is for
United States Senate or House,
or the state legislature, or Presi-
dent, Choctaw people vote in
numbers that can certainly im-
pact the decision.  There are
about 150,000 Choctaw tribal
members, with more than 80,000
of those living in Oklahoma.

In addition to mailing litera-
ture and letters on the importance
of being registered to vote, the
Chief, Councilmembers and I
have broached the subject at pub-
lic meetings.  Whether  address-
ing a crowd of Choctaws in
Oklahoma or at an out-of-state
meeting, we remind them that
their voice in elections can make
the difference.

The Choctaw Nation has also
set up voter registration drives in
the past to assist tribal members
with the process, and are diligent
in reminding young people turn-
ing 18 to register and vote.

Recent history shows that
Choctaw tribal members have
been extremely active in elec-
tions. These members have writ-

Determining choice on voting
ballot is serious business

Developments in the health
services of the Choctaw Nation
show a continual rise in the num-
ber of health care providers and
an increase in accessibility of
care.  A listing of the medical pro-
fessionals at the Choctaw Nation
Health Services is 73 people
long, specializing in a huge ar-
ray of fields, including Neurol-
ogy, OB/GYN, Dentistry, Pedi-
atrics, Endocrinology and Ortho-
pedics.

The Choctaw Nation Hospital
now has the latest technology in
a CT scanner, allowing most ex-
ams to take less than one minute
to be performed.  The Diabetes
Wellness Center is treating 3,084
patients, providing outpatient
care and assisting with diabetes
self management.  In addition to
seeing an endocrinologist, diabet-
ics are also provided with educa-
tion on nutrition and exercise.

Two new Choctaw clinics are
in the process of being con-
structed, one in Stigler and an-
other in Idabel. The clinic in Stig-
ler will staff a doctor and
physician’s assistant with a rotat-
ing staff of specialists so that pa-
tients will have a tremendous di-
versity of care.  A lab and phar-
macy will be available.

The Idabel clinic has been
called a “Super Clinic” because
of its size and number of employ-
ees.  There will be a staff of about
90 people in the 52,000 square
foot facility, and the services will
be extensive.  In addition to fam-
ily practice, services offered at
Idabel will include optometry,
physical therapy, dental, lab, X-
ray, and pharmacy. Services of-

do so until we allow Him to cul-
tivate our lives and take away the
sin. When the weeds, thorns, and
thistles of sin in our lives are re-
moved, God can give growth to
our spiritual lives. (Read I John
1:9)

In verse 8, the Apostle Paul
said: “Now he that planteth and
he that watereth are one ...” This
means that they have a unity of
purpose. There should be no ri-
valry among Christians. They
should have one purpose in heart
and mind. God has called some
to be evangelists, some to be
missionaries, some to be pastors,
some to be teachers. God calls
different ones to different fields,
and they should not be rivals.
Each person has a particular call-
ing to do, each one has his own
place.

Some plant the seed of God’s
Word, and others water it. Per-
haps you have watered the seed
that another has sown, or perhaps
you have sown the seed, while
others watered it and reaped the
fruit. Whether or not God will
allow us to reap the fruit is not
important. The important thing is
that God gave the increase. Even
though there are different types
of ministries, we have one pur-
pose and one goal.

Paul first wrote of sowing the
seed. He then introduced the sub-
ject of rewards for our labor in
verse 8b: “... and every man shall
receive his own reward accord-
ing to his own labor.”

Paul later stated this truth a
little more clearly in II
Corinthians 5:10: “For we must
all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad.”

We are going to receive re-
wards for the things we have
done while we were in the flesh.
This truth is the key to a wider
understanding of His Grace. In
verse 9, Paul writes: “For we are
laborers together with God ...”

We are working together with
Him. It is very important that we
understand this truth. When we
do, life will take on a new mean-
ing. What a privilege to be labor-
ers together with God! He has
given us His work and the power
and strength with which to do it.
He gives us His Word, His love,
His grace, and even Himself – all
that we need to do His work. He
is everything, we are merely in-
struments. Being a CO-laborer

with God is more than a privi-
lege; it is a responsibility. As CO-
laborers, we are going to have to
give an account of our work to
God.

Paul wrote in verse 10: “... I
have laid the foundation ...” Paul
was not the foundation; Jesus
Christ was. Paul wrote in verse
11: “For other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid which
is Jesus Christ.”

Paul laid the foundation. He
presented Christ to them and
evangelized them. Evangelism is
the laying of the foundation for
men. Salvation is the foundation
of the Christian life.

Salvation is based upon the
work of Jesus Christ on the
Cross, because it was complete;
nothing can be added to it. We
cannot add or subtract from this
foundation of salvation. But
when the foundation – Jesus
Christ – is laid, we can build on
that foundation. That is our la-
bor for God.

There are some who try to live
a Christian life without first lay-
ing the proper foundation. Per-
haps you are one of them. Per-
haps you have not accepted Jesus
Christ as your own personal Sav-
ior – you have not been born
again. Perhaps you are trying to
live a Christian life in your own
strength. You cannot do it, for
you must have Jesus Christ in
your heart, in your life – He is
the foundation of the Christian
life.

If you have never trusted Jesus
Christ as your personal Savior,
will you make that decision, by
faith, today?

We thank God and pray for the
leadership of the Choctaw Na-
tion of Oklahoma and the United
States of America. Continue to
pray for Native Americans.

ten, called and e-mailed on many
occasions to ask for information
on issues that affect Native
Americans and to request advice
on which candidate would be the
best representative for the tribe’s
sake.

The views and votes of Choc-
taw people can turn the move-
ment  of an election.  Please make
sure your voter registration infor-
mation is up to date so that you
have the opportunity to make
your vote count.

fered on a rotation schedule in-
clude prenatal care, audiology
and family planning.

Many of the Choctaws in Mc-
Curtain County and surrounding

areas are diabetic and will wel-
come having  diabetes care closer
to their home. The tribe has
funded an ongoing campaign of
diabetes awareness and preven-

tion the past few years, and we
will continue to take an aggres-
sive stance to battle the disease.

Remember, Healthy Living =
Longer Life.

   Architect’s renderings of the Idabel Clinic, above, and the Stigler Clinic, below,
depict the two beautiful new health clinics under construction. The two clinics
offer much more convenience for tribal members who now travel to Poteau or
Talihina for their health care.

CHOCTAW NATION
HEALTH SERVICES

Talihina hospital...........................800-349-7026
Broken Bow Clinic .......................580-584-2740
Durant Clinic ...............................580-920-2100
Hugo Clinic ...................................580-326-7561
McAlester Clinic ..........................918-423-8440
Poteau Clinic ................................ 918-649-1192
Hospitality House, Talihina.........918-567-2300
Diabetes Wellness Center ............800-349-7026

Patricia Gaines awarded teacher certificate

   Council Speaker Kenny Bryant, District 2 Councilperson Mike Amos, Patricia
Gaines and Richard Adams, Assistant Director of the Language Department.

The Choctaw Tribal Council awarded a Lan-
guage Teacher Certificate to Patricia Gaines dur-
ing the January Regular Session. Patricia is from
the Broken Bow area.

Other business that the Tribal Council approved

included a seismic permit in favor of Trace Energy
Services and a tribal match for three law enforce-
ment vehicles.

The next Regular Session will be Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14.
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Projects with Industry program
awards certificates of achievement

Stan Shomo of Idabel, Okla-
homa, and Jerry Bennett of Ma-
dill, Oklahoma, were recently
given Certificates of Achieve-
ment for completion of a Job
Readiness Training Seminar.
Training included but was not
limited to identifying job career
choices, how to locate a job, how
to complete a job application,
techniques for job interviewing,
resume, and job-keeping charac-
teristics.

The Projects with Industry
Program can assist many busi-
nesses that are looking for ca-
pable, dependable, and pre-
screened employees. If a business
agrees to hire an individual
through this program, the pro-

gram will be able to reimburse for
on-the-job training at 100% of the
employee salary. The business is
encouraged to retain the indi-
vidual in permanent employment
at the end of the training period.
Businesses can also take advan-
tage of federal tax credits of up
to $4,000 per employee for em-
ploying a Native American with
a Certificate of Degree of Indian
Blood (CDIB).

Disabled Native Americans
who have a Certificate of Degree
of Indian Blood and are looking
for employment are urged to take
advantage of this program. Indi-
viduals found eligible can benefit
from several services offered
such as: on-the-job training, job

7

20

4 5 6

Durant
10 am-12 noon

Idabel
10 am-2 pm

Broken Bow
10 am-2 pm

Talihina
10 am-2 pm

Coalgate
12 noon-2 pm

Durant
by appt only

Poteau
11 am-1:30 pm

Antlers
by appt. only

Bethel
by appt only

12 13

14 16

Wright City
by appt. only

9

A Vocational Rehabilitation and Projects With Indus-
try representative will be available at the locations
listed. A representative is available Monday thru Fri-
day 8-4:30 except for holidays at the Hugo office.

19

23

18

Atoka
9-11 am

11

25 26

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION
AND PROJECTS WITH INDUSTRY PROGRAM

March

McAlester
10 am-2 pm

Stigler
by appt. only

McAlester
by appt only

Crowder
by appt only

15

Wilburton
10:30 am-2 pm

8

22 27

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

321

10

17

24

3029

placement, job searches, counsel-
ing and guidance, and job readi-
ness classes. This program can
assist native individuals with dis-
abilities which may include but
not limited to, diabetes, mellitus,
alcohol abuse/dependency, ortho-
pedic, mental health, high blood
pressure and many more too nu-
merous to mention. Applicants
must reside in the 10 1/2 coun-
ties of the Choctaw Nation.

For further information on ser-
vices available through the
Projects with Industry Program,
you may contact Randy Ham-
mons PWI Director, or Angela
Dancer, PWI Coordinator/Sr.
Counselor, at 877-285-6893 or
580-326-7758.

New
Website

from

Choctaw Nation
Home Finance

It’s so easy and convenient for you to apply
online to purchase or refinance a home at

www.choctawhomefinance.web-loans.com

We lend money in all 50 states and if you qualify you
could apply for up to $333,700 with 1 to 3% down with a
conventional fixed rate for 30 years – and if eligible,
Choctaw Nation Home Finance will finance 2% of your
down payment and all of your closing as a second mort-
gage.

For any additional information needed, call Nancy
Kirby, Homebuyer Counselor, at 1-800-235-3087, ext.
301, for help with the application and/or we will address
additional questions for you.

Also, if you live near one of the following areas and
want to learn more about homeownership or refinanc-
ing, please call the office to register to attend a home-
buyer class.

DATE LOCATION TIME
February 26 Durant 5:30 p.m.
March 17 Poteau 3:00 p.m.

Check out the

March 1: Poteau (A-L) 9-2; Coalgate 9-10:30; Atoka 12-2
March 2: Stigler 9-2; Broken Bow 9-2
March 4: Poteau (M-Z) 9-2
March 8: Talihina 9-12
March 10: Wright City 9-10:30; Hugo 12-2
March 12: Bethel 9-10:30; Smithville 12-2
March 16: Idabel 9-12
March 29-31: Closed for inventory

FOOD DISTRIBUTION

ANTLERS – Choctaw Commodity Warehouse, 306 S.W. “O” St.
ATOKA – National Guard Armory.
BETHEL – Choctaw Nation Community Building.
BROKEN BOW – Choctaw Nation Family Investment Center.
COALGATE – Choctaw Community Center.
DURANT – Choctaw Commodity Warehouse, 100 Waldron Dr.
HUGO – Housing Authority.
IDABEL – Choctaw Village Shopping Center.
McALESTER – Choctaw Commodity Warehouse, 1212 S. Main.
POTEAU – Choctaw Nation Family Investment Center.
SMITHVILLE – Big Lick Church.
STIGLER – Choctaw Community Building.
TALIHINA – Boys & Girls Club.
WRIGHT CITY – Choctaw Head Start Building.

The Food Distribution Program workers will take a 30 minute lunch
break from 11:30 to 12 noon. Please bring boxes to pick up your
commodities.

If you cannot pick up commodities when you are scheduled, please
notify the Food Distribution Office at 580-924-7773 or 800-522-6170
so that you can be rescheduled to go to Antlers, Durant or McAlester.

The Food Distribution Program does not discriminate because of
sex, race, color, age, political beliefs, religion, handicapped or na-
tional origin.

Food Distribution Sites

March

The Choctaw Code Talkers Association 2003 Cookbooks were
displayed and sold at the Choctaw Labor Day Festival in Tuska-
homa, Oklahoma, on Saturday, August 30, 2003. If you were un-
able to attend the festival and want to purchase a cookbook, please
complete the following information and send a $10.50 check or
money order (includes shipping and handling) to the address listed
below.

Name______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City _______________________________________________

State _________________________Zip___________________

Telephone number ___________________________________

Mail your check or money order to:

Anella L. Garcia
4712 NW 90th Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64154

(816) 420-0424
agarcia63@hotmail.com

Thank you for your order and recipes!

Mobile Wellness Unit reassigned
The Choctaw Nation Mobile Wellness unit has been reassigned

and is now under direction of Choctaw Nation Emergency Manage-
ment. The unit will be used as a mobile incident command center
(ICC) in the event of an emergency.

Health Services
Employee of
the Quarter

Chief Gregory E. Pyle con-
gratulates Roni Henry, Choc-
taw Nation Health Services’
Employee of the Quarter. Roni
works in Contract Health at the
Choctaw Nation Health Care
Center in Talihina.

Free Taxpayer Clinics scheduled
Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, Inc., will be holding free Volun-

teer Income Tax Assistance and Low-Income Taxpayer Clinics in
the Choctaw Nation. The clinics will begin at 9 a.m. and last until 4
p.m. The program provides free income tax return preparation, free
e-filing, free legal assistance and representation to low-income per-
sons with tax problems. Dates and locations include:

March 5
Choctaw Family Investment Center, Broken Bow

March 12
Choctaw Community Center, Idabel

March 19
Choctaw Nation Housing Authority, Hugo

April 1
Choctaw Nation Tribal Complex, Durant

April 2
Choctaw Nation Tribal Complex, Durant

Please call Mark Widell at 1-800-658-1497 if you have any ques-
tions or need additional information.

Benefit Wild Onion Dinner
A Wild Onion Dinner benefitting the Long Native American In-

dian Student Endowment Fund at Oklahoma City University will be
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, February 28, 2004, at the OK Choctaw
Tribal Center, 5320 S. Youngs Blvd., Oklahoma City. For more in-
formation, please call Stella Long at 405-949-2147.

Hospital’s toll-free number
can be used to call clinics

Patients may call the Choctaw Nation Health Care Center’s toll-
free number, 1-800-349-7026, and be connected to a satellite clinic
by pressing #5 on the main menu.

Inter-Tribal Council elects officers
The Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes met January

9 in Durant with no resolutions on the agenda. Officers appointed to
serve in 2004 were: Chickasaw Governor Bill Anoatubby, President;
newly elected Chief of the Muscogee/Creek Nation A.D. Ellis as Vice
President, and Terry Haney as Treasurer.

Pow Wows
7th Annual

United San Antonio Pow Wow
February 14-15, 2004
Convention Center

Crossroads of San Antonio
4522 Fredericksburg Rd., San Antonio, Texas

Saturday: Gourd Dancing at 11 a.m.; Grand Entries at 1 and 7 p.m.
Sunday: Gourd Dancing at 11 a.m.; Grand Entry at 1 p.m.

Free admission
Visit  http:unitedsanantoniopowwow.org

~~~

Symposium on the American Indian
Pow Wow

Saturday, April 17, 2004
Northeastern State University Ballroom

University Center
600 N. Grand Avenue, Tahlequah, Oklahoma

For more information, contact NSU Center for Tribal Studies
918-456-5511, ext. 4350

http://arapaho.nsuok.edu/~cfts/        www.nsuok.edu

Native American History,
Genealogy Conference planned

Friends of the Oklahoma Historical Society Research Division is
sponsoring a Native American History and Genealogy Conference,
March 12-13, at the Museum of the Great Plains Center of Creative
Living, Lawton, Oklahoma.

The conference is co-sponsored by the Lawton Public Library and
the Southwestern Oklahoma Historical Society.

Registration is $25; after March 1 $35. For a brochure, contact the
OHS Research Division Conference, P.O. Box 18781, Oklahoma City,
OK 73154-0781.

More information can also be found at the website
www.cityof.lawton.ok.us/library/conference.htm.

Proposed rule for Conservation Security Program announced
Agriculture Secretary Ann M.

Veneman announced the release of
a proposed rule to implement the
new Conservation Security Pro-
gram (CSP) designed to reward the
best conservation stewards of the
most environmentally sensitive
areas in targeted watersheds.

Authorized by the 2002 Farm
Bill, the fundamental intent of
CSP is to complement existing
conservation programs by sup-
porting ongoing conservation
stewardship of agricultural
working lands and enhancing the
condition of America’s natural
resources.

To ensure that CSP’s limited
resources are focused first on
the most pressing environmental
concerns, the rule proposes to pri-
oritize based on selected priority
watersheds. The eligible water-
sheds would be announced and
identified through a CSP signup
notification, which is targeted for
this summer.

Under the proposal, agricul-
tural land in cropland, orchards,
vineyards, pasture and range will
be eligible for CSP, regardless of
size, location or crops produced.

Exceptions are forest land or land
enrolled in the Conservation Re-
serve Program, Wetlands Re-
serve Program or Grassland Re-
serve Program.

Applicants must address wa-
ter quality and soil quality con-
cerns as program eligibility cri-
teria and enrollment will be tar-
geted to those demonstrating the
highest levels of stewardship.
CSP payment limitations will be
based on three “tiers” that repre-

sent increasing levels of resource
treatment. Payments rise with
increased levels of treatment.

This proposed rule has a 60-
day comment period. As part of
the comment process, listening
sessions will be held in a num-
ber of locations across the
country to gain additional in-
put. Comments on the CSP pro-
posed rule may be sent to
david.mckay@usda.gov or by
mail to Conservation Security
Program Comments, ATTN:
David McKay, NRCS Conserva-
tion Operations Division, P.O.
Box 2890, Washington, DC
20013.

All programs and services of
the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service are provided in a
nondiscriminatory manner.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) prohibits dis-

crimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, gender, re-
ligion, age disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)

Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for
communication of program in-
formation (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s Target Center at 202-
720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Direc-
tor, Office of Civil Rights, Room
326W, Whitten Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call (202) 720-5964 (voice or
TDD). USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer.

Forum to be held on Conservation Security Program
USDA is holding listening sessions nationwide

to gain feedback on the proposed rule to imple-
ment the Conservation Security Program (CSP),
according to Ann Colyer, Tribal Resource Con-
servationist at the NRCS Field Office in the
Choctaw Nation Tribal Complex, Durant. The lis-
tening sessions will give the public ample op-
portunity to voice their opinion about the new
program. The public input is very important as
USDA develops the final regulations for program
implementation.

Darrel Dominick, State Conservationist for the
Oklahoma NRCS, has scheduled a State CSP
Forum for Tuesday, February 10, at the Metro
Tech, 1900 Springlake Dr., Oklahoma City, from

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. The meeting will be held
in the Carousel Room in the Business Confer-
ence Center.

Comments on the CSP proposed rule are due
by March 2, 2004.

The proposed rule, as well as additional
information on CSP and other conservation
programs, is available on the NRCS website
at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
farmbill/2002/products.html, or stop by your
local NRCS Field Office at the USDA Ser-
vice Center in your county. Information on
the 2002 Farm Bill can be found at
www.usda.gov/farmbill.

28
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Serving the Choctaw Nation at 14 sites

Choctaw
Nation WIC

SITE PHONE HOURS DAYS

Antlers 580-298-3161 8:30-4:00 Tuesdays

Atoka 580-889-5825 8:00-4:30 Every Mon., Thurs. & 1st, 3rd, 4th Wed.

Bethel 580-241-5458 8:30-4:00 1st & 3rd Tuesday

Boswell 580-566-2243 8:30-4:00 1st & 2nd Friday

Broken Bow 580-584-2746 8:30-4:00 2nd & 4th Tues., every Wed. & Thurs.

Coalgate 580-927-3641 8:30-4:00 2nd Wednesday

Durant 580-924-8280 x 2255 8:00-4:30 Daily

Hugo 580-326-5404 8:00-4:30 Mon., Wed., Thurs., 3rd & 4th Fri.

Idabel 580-286-2510 8:00-4:30 Monday and Friday

McAlester 918-423-6335 8:00-4:30Mon., Tues., Thurs.,  4th Wed.

Poteau 918-647-4585 8:00-4:30 Mon., Tues., Wed., 4th Thurs., Fri.

Stigler 918-967-4211 8:30-4:00 1st, 2nd & 3rd Wednesday

Talihina 918-567-7000 x 6792 8:00-4:30 Tuesday and Friday

Wilburton 918-465-5641 8:30-4:00 1st, 2nd & 3rd Thursday

Everyone agrees that physical
activity is essential for good
health. While any amount of ac-
tivity is better than none, experts
suggest a total of 30 to 60 min-
utes per day. The ideal combina-
tion is a variety of activities to
build aerobic capacity, strength
and flexibility.

1. Move more: Every step
counts toward better health.

When it comes to physical ac-
tivity, every step you take has
health benefits. The goal is to
spend more time moving – and
less time sitting. Get off the
couch – and aim for at least 30
minutes of physical activity; at
least ten minutes at a time; at
least five days a week.

2. Move often: Be active
throughout the day.

Finding a free hour for physi-
cal activity can feel next to im-
possible, especially with travel
and clean up. Finding ten to
twenty minutes is often more re-
alistic. Short bursts of activity
can provide the same health ben-
efits – and help reduce daily
stress at the same time.

3. Move inside: Walk the
stairs, the halls, the malls.

Weather, work and hectic
schedules can be obstacles to get-
ting enough activity. The solution
is to build more steps into your
daily routine. Take the stairs at a
power pace, walk around the of-

Smart moves for
a healthy weight

The Choctaw Craft Coop is sponsoring a

CHOCTAW SHIRT MAKING CLASS
February 27 – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 at the Crowder Choctaw Center
The class will be taught by Juanita Jefferson, Tribal Judge

Fee is $10
Bring sewing machine and material for shirt and diamonds

918-334-5344

fice when you are on the phone,
or take an extra lap around the
mall.

Move outside: Walk, bike,
blade, mow, rake, shovel.

Spend as much time outside as
possible – in the yard, in the park
or in the wilderness. Gardening
is a great way to get physical –
and grow delicious produce at the
same time. Always, remember to
use sunscreen, wear comfortable
shoes and to carry a water bottle.

5. Move for fun: Dance, skip,
swing, or go fly a kite.

If you hate to exercise, just
change the “E” to Enjoyment.
Dance with someone you love,
walk your dog, or, be young at
heart and play with the kids. Put
on your favorite music and rock
around the house – it can make
vacuuming a whole lot more fun!

6. Move together: Join a class
or walk with friends.

Making a commitment to
someone else can make it easier
to fit your fitness in. Sign up to-
gether for water aerobics, line
dancing or yoga. Organize a for-
mal or informal walking group in
your neighborhood – and check
out the local mall walkers.
Used with permission of Eat Right Montana

Honoring Our Elders Memory Clinic at
The Choctaw Nation Health Care Center

For Appointments call 918-329-6302

Rapid Results
Drug & Alcohol Testing

JOB DESCRIPTION

DEPARTMENT: Rapid Results
LOCATION: Wilburton
JOB TITLE: Drug Technician
SALARY: $6.50 hourly
POSITION: Full-time
SUPERVISED BY: Director/Supervisor

Applications may be picked up at the
Choctaw Nation Community Center in Wilburton.

Fax to Vonnie Houser - 580-745-9005
or mail to

Rapid Results
1705 N. Washington, Suite D

Durant, OK 74701
All applications must be received before February 23, 2004.

Interviews will be at the Choctaw Nation Community Center in
Wilburton on February 27, 2004, at 9 a.m. until done.

JOB DESCRIPTION:
• Must maintain proper and adequate communications to include
telephone operations, and message delivery, while maintaining a
professional attitude.
• He/she will answer the phone in a polite manner.
• Must assist in filing and mail-outs.
• Prepare letters and forms as required.
• He/she must administer drug and/or alcohol screens and will be
properly trained by Director to do so.
• He/she may be asked to work hours beginning prior to or later
than the normal working day, or both. This may include travel-
ing within and beyond our ten and one half counties encom-
passed by the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and may include
layovers away from home.

QUALIFICATIONS:
1. High School Diploma
2. Telephone etiquette
3. Must be outgoing and friendly
4. Must be courteous with public and co-workers
5. Must maintain a professional attitude while representing

Choctaw Nation and Rapid Results
6. Computer skills
7. Must be dependable

WOMEN, INFANT & CHILDREN

Chahta Anumpa vmmona
– First Choctaw Words

A Learner’s Word Book
Over 1,200 words make up this topical
definer, which lists thousands of useful
words. It is perfect for someone who is
learning or just wanting to brush up on
their vocabulary. It offers definitions,
pronunciations, and in some cases
different dialects. This book is organized
according to topics, which makes it an
excellent companion for the novice
learner. These definers are now available
at the Choctaw Nation Book Store, so be

sure to get your copy today. The definers are $10 each.
Please complete:

Name______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Phone number _______________________________________

To place an order please send check or money order to:
Choctaw Nation Book Store
P.O. Box 668
Durant, OK 74702

or call 1-888-932-9199 for credit card orders.

If paying by credit card, please complete the following:

Name credit card is issued in ___________________________

Type of card ________________________________________
(VISA, MasterCard)

Expiration Date______________________________________

Card number ________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________________

Number of copies _______
Subtotal _______
Shipping is $4 for the first book and $2 for
each additional _______
TOTAL _______

BIBLE CAMP

March 19-21, 2004
Pine Creek Lake

Ringold, Oklahoma

Join us for a fun-filled weekend at Bertram Bobb Bible Camp
located in Ringold, Oklahoma. This event is held each March with
students from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois. They
will be on hand for recreation, games, music, cabin counselors
and chapel activities. Be sure to tell your friends and join us for a
great weekend! For more info, call the office at 580-981-2647.

Please fill out the form below and bring it with you to register
for the retreat.

Ages: 7th - 12th grades
Registration: Friday 7:00-8:00 p.m.
(no meal served but canteen open during registration)

Cost for weekend: $10.00
Retreat ends: Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

March 2004 Registration

Name____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

________________________________________________

Name of parent or guardian __________________________

Emergency Contact_________________ Phone___________

Grade in school __________ Church____________________

Have you attended a BBBC event before?  YES   NO ______

If YES, when?_____________________________________

I understand that I will be on private property during the retreat activi-
ties and will abide by the guidelines set by the director of Bertram
Bobb Bible Camp. Any electronic devices, games, CD players, radios,
phones, etc. that I bring will be kept in the BBBC office during the
retreat hours. I also understand that alcohol, drugs, and tobacco prod-
ucts as well as weapons of any kind are NOT allowed on the camp
property.

Signature __________________________Date____________
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People You Know

Wayne turns 19
Wayne Dennison Wacoche turned

19 on December 27. He is the son of
Isaac Sr. and Brenda Wacoche of
Talihina, Oklahoma. He is an OU
Sooners fan and a Sequoyah Indians
fan. Wayne’s hobbies are playing
basketball and looking up stuff on the
Internet.

Happy birthday Wayne from your sister, Monette, and broth-
ers, Shane, David and Isaac, Jr., and Mom and Dad.

Happy Sweet 16
Joanna Mae Hoyopatubbi was

born February 9, 1988. She is the
youngest of 36 grandchildren of
Stanley “Bill” Hoyopatubbi, as well
as the youngest of eight children
born to Jerald “Jerry” Hoyopatubbi
and Diana Lynn Luther-Hoyopa-
tubbi.

Happy Sweet 16 from Mom, Dad, Jeremy, Joshua, and the rest
of the family.

Alissa turns three
Kayelin Jo would like to

wish her big sister, Alissa, a
happy third birthday on Feb-
ruary 7. Proud parents are
Jody and Melissa Kindred of
Daisy, Oklahoma. Grandpar-
ents are Rita Carter of Buf-
falo Valley, Don Carter of
Peidmont, Ruth Kindred of
Daisy and the late Arvile
Kindred. Happy birthday,
Alissa! We love you.

Look who’s two!
Stormee Cheyenne Smith cel-

ebrated her second birthday on Feb-
ruary 4. She is the daughter of Dean
and Tina Smith of Wayne, Okla-
homa. Stormee’s sister, Christina;
little nephew, Brayden, and big
brother, Joe, all wish Stormee a very
happy birthday. We love you!

Whitney turns three
Larry Wayne Anderson of Broken

Bow, Oklahoma, wants to wish his
daughter, Whitney Denise Anderson,
a happy third birthday on January
18.

Happy birthday!

Happy 16th birthday
Flint Zilliox of Wright City, Okla-

homa, celebrated his 16th birthday
on November 30 with a family din-
ner at home. His parents are the late
Walter “Duke” and Terri Dawn
(Miller) Zilliox. Grandmother Mary
(Miller) Watson of Wright City has
had the privilege of seeing him grow
up.

Happy birthday
Pat Going is the first born

of Mary E. Miller of Wright
City. Trial and error were her
lot, but Pat has succeeded in
life. She has been married to
Harold Going for 29 years,
raising two sons and two
daughters. Pat is furthering
her career by being a full-
time college student.

She celebrated her birthday on November 12 at home in Ada.
Seated on her lap is grandson, Tyson II, of Ada, the son of

Tyson and Synona Going. Tyson turned one year old on January
15. His other grandparents are Bill and Wynona Glass of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and great-grandma is Mary Watson of Wright City.

The Goings of Ada and Millers of Wright City all wish him a
very happy birthday.

Matthew celebrates
16th birthday

Happy 16th birthday to my very
first son, Matthew Lee Yargee, on
November 6 – from your Mom who
loves you so much, always.

Baby Bear turns two
Megan Nicole Wall would

like to wish her big sister,
Hannah Marie Wall, a happy
second birthday. Hanna cel-
ebrated her birthday on January
19 with ice cream, cake and
with all of her family.

Hannah and Megan would
also like to wish their Pa-Pa
Wayne a happy birthday. He
celebrated his birthday on Janu-
ary 27. We love you Pa-Pa!

Happy birthday wishes
Crystal Smith of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, would like to wish

her mother, Phyllis Hampton of Bartlesville, a happy birthday in
December. She would also like to wish her cousin, Teresa
Kenieutubbe of McAlester, Oklahoma, a happy birthday on Janu-
ary 9, and Anna and Ethan Kenieutubbe of McAlester a happy
second birthday. Nanny loves you all.

Happy fourth
Jack Dennis Woodman of Mo-

desto, California, turned four years
old on January 10. He has a big
brother, Brad Lee Woodman of
Castle Rock, Colorado, who turned
20 years old on August 30.

Jack and Brad are the sons of Mark
David Woodman who turned 37
years old on January 23.

Jack’s mother is Colleen Joyce. Grandparents are Chuck and
Aline Roberts of Ringold, Oklahoma, and Judy Lee and Richard
Baskett of Modesto.

Happy birthday to Bud Ray
Charlett Ray would like to wish a very happy birthday to her son,

Richard W. “Bud” Ray. Bud turned 45 on November 25.

Eagle Scout
James Hastings completed his

Eagle Board of Review on October
8, 2003, and celebrated with an Eagle
Scout Court of Honor on December
27, 2003, at Grace Lutheran Church
in Morris, Illinois.

James is a sophomore at Morris
Community High School. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hastings
and a member of BSA Troop 471 and
Venture Crew 471 in Morris. James
is the grandson of Jim Mack
Hastings of Broken Bow, Oklahoma,
Wanda and Roy Flaherty of
Hardesty, Oklahoma, Margaret Dolbec of Edmond, Oklahoma,
and Harold Sinclair of Midwest City, Oklahoma.

James’ Eagle Project was redesigning, refurbishing, and reju-
venating a 2,600-sq.-ft. Prayer Garden at Peace Lutheran Church.
Thirty-nine people worked almost 200 hours on the project.

As a Boy Scout, James has served his troop as quartermaster,
patrol leader, assistant senior patrol leader and Venture Crew 471
treasurer. Other accomplishments include two Religious Recog-
nition Awards, Arrow of Light, Red Cross Basic Sailing Certifi-
cation, and earning 28 merit badges.

Lena celebrates 88th
Lena Minnie Bohanon

Hicks of Broken Bow, Okla-
homa, celebrated her 88th
birthday on December 6,
2003, with a few of her rela-
tives. She is pictured with
her grandson, Wil l iam
Tonihka.

Lena’s parents were origi-
nal enrollees Milwee Boha-
non and Minnie Amos Boha-
non.

Happy birthday, Lena!

Studying to become
pediatric cardiologist

Emily Roos Southard, 19, a sopho-
more at Connecticut College in New
London, is studying to become a
doctor and plans to be a pediatric
cardiologist. Although her home is
now a landlocked, sunny El Paso,
Texas, she is on the nationally
ranked, Division 1, Sailing Team at
Connecticut College. Also, by virtue
of her Choctaw heritage, Emily is a
resident diversity leader and counselor at Connecticut College.

She is proud of her American Indian background and remem-
bers with special fondness the stories of her grandfather’s early
days in Oklahoma that he shared with her as a child.

Emily is the daughter of Shelley Roos Southard and Engle
Duane Southard of El Paso. She is the granddaughter of original
enrollee Engle R. Southard who went to Jones Academy around
1905-06.

We are so proud of Emily and her scholastic and athletic ac-
complishments, and especially of her representing the Southards’
Choctaw roots at her home away from home, Connecticut Col-
lege.

Happy birthday
Friends and family joined

Chance Ryon Wafford in cel-
ebrating his fourth birthday
on November 22 with a
Spiderman theme at the
bowling alley.

A Strawberry Shortcake
party was held at home for
Emma Rae Wafford on January 15. Friends and family helped
her celebrate her second birthday.

Happy birthday
Happy birthday wishes are sent

Diane (Betsey) Hobbs from her cousin.

Happy New Year
Wishing their Nanny Pat and Papa Dayne of Grandview, Missouri,

a belated happy new year are Shelbi and Chance Aunquoe and Kristen
and Tristen Allen. Shelbi, 4, and Chance, 7 months, are the children
of Gregg and Amber Aunquoe of Bennington, Oklahoma. Tristen, 8,
and Kristen, 8, are the twin daughters of Heather Martin of Grandview
and George Allen of Bennington. Also, Shelbi and Chance would
like to wish Tristen and Kristen a late happy birthday on December
29.

Happy sixth birthday
Robert and Mandy Weaver of

Richardson, Texas, would like to wish
their grandson, Brandyn Attocknie, a
happy sixth birthday on February 21.

We love you!

Belated happy birthday
Belated happy birthday wishes are

sent to Courtney Henderson from her
Gramps and Gaga. Courtney turned 13
on November 7.

Look who’s three
Happy birthday to Ashley Henderson

on January 6 from her Gramps and
Gaga. Ashley turned three years old.

Tana celebrates second
Tana Lee Offill celebrated her sec-

ond birthday on November 26. She is
the daughter of Mark Alan and Dee
Ann (Goodson) Offill. Her grandpar-
ents are Al and Myrna (Perry) Offill,
Dee J Goodson, and Wanda Sue (Beal)
Davis. Her great-grandparents are the
late Emitt and Faye Offill, Ora (Bur-
ton) Perry and the late Clell Perry, the
late Charlie and Eva (Hammond) Goodson, and Lillie (Long) Beal
and the late Jones Beal.

Happy
birthday

Brother and sister
are wishing each
other happy birthday.
Ryan turned five on
September 21 and his
baby sister, Harley,
turned one on November 18. Happy birthday from Shellie, Randy
and Willa and grandparents Garr and Jeff Loftin of Atoka.

Happy
birthday

Happy birthday to
Patrick Michael
Howard who was two
years old on Decem-
ber 31, 2003. Wel-
come to baby brother,
Timothy Jacob, born
November 8, 2003,
and an early happy
birthday to big sister, Jerri Katelyn “Katie,” who will be five on
April 8, 2004. Proud parents are Tim and Kim Howard of Mebane,
North Carolina. The Howard children are grandchildren of Bar-
bara and Jerry Seago and great-grandchildren of Willard and Ruth
Mitchell, Hillsborough, North Carolina. They are great-great-
grandchildren of Rhoda Tolbert of Oklahoma. Arizona McCurley
and Rhoda Tolbert were original enrollees of the Choctaw Na-
tion.

Taylor turns three
Happy birthday to a precious little

girl. Taylor Rhi-Ann Foster turned
three years old on January 29. She
is loved by so many people, espe-
cially her Dad and Mom, James and
Melissa Foster; grandparents, Bobby
and Shannon Foster and Anthony and
Geraldine Jung; great-grandparents,
Granny Hale and Curtis and Peggy
Scruggs, and aunts, uncles and cous-
ins by the dozens.

Sweet 16
We want to wish Kandice Thomp-

son a happy 16th birthday on January
25. Kandice is the daughter of Debbie
James and Sweeney Thompson of Tali-
hina, Oklahoma. Her grandparents are
Shirley and Bill Woodruff of Red Oak,
Oklahoma, and Byars James of Poteau,
Oklahoma.

Happy birthday from your mom,
Robby, Ethan, Claudia, and nephew,
Kaleb.

Birthday Singing
7 p.m. March 27

Bethel Hill UM Church, located between Bethel & Battiest
Signs will be posted.

Evening meal will be served at 5:30 p.m.
Emcee – Roy Willis, Muskogee, Okla.

Groups:
• Harmonettes, Ada • Chief Cornerstone Ministries, OKC
• Johnny Caldwell & Family, Valliant • Two Rivers, Dallas

and many local groups

Please come and enjoy the celebration of our Mom’s birthday.



Native
American
Awareness
Sunday

On Sunday, No-
vember 23,  Palmer’s
Grove United Meth-
odist Church in
Hillsborough, North
Carolina, held its

Friends reunited
Lizzie Winlock and Anna-

belle Pusley were students at
the Indian girls’ school near
Tuskahoma. The school was
destroyed by fire in the late
1920s or early 1930s and was
never rebuilt. Both girls later
traveled together to Chilocco
Indian School in north central
Oklahoma and completed their
education there. Both ladies are
accomplished seamstresses and
make most of their own cloth-
ing. They also enjoy quilting.
They sat and learned these
skills at the Indian schools.

Lizzie Winlock Carney
turned 90 years old last May.
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April Michelle Scott

April Michelle Scott was born at
5:17 p.m. on June 17, 2003, at Mercy
Health Center. She weighed 6 pounds,
10 ounces and was 20 inches long.

April is the daughter of Harley and
Brandi Scott of Oklahoma City. She
has an older sister, Cera, and brothers,
C.J. and Kyle. Grandparents are

BISHINIK
deadline

Articles to be submitted
for publication in the BISH-
INIK need to be received by
the 10th of the month for
the following month’s edi-
tion.

Darlene Thompson of Oklahoma City, Harley Leonard Scott, Sr., of
Oklahoma City, Diane Weeks of Yukon, Oklahoma, and Jay Bendle
of Madill, Oklahoma. Great-grandparents include Susie King of Sul-
phur, Oklahoma, the late James “Doc” Nail, an original enrollee,
Betty J. Scott and Aurther C. Scott.

Tiesis Danny Zaiden Brown

Tiesis Danny Zaiden Brown was
born at 1:45 p.m. on August 21, 2003,
weighing 7 pounds, 2.5 ounces.

Proud parents are Kirk and Erica
Brown of Mead, Oklahoma. Grandpar-
ents are Danny and Vanessa Brown of
Mead and Scott and Lisa Evans of
Pryor, Oklahoma.

Kobe Javier Lee Clark

Kobe Javier Lee Clark was born at
7:09 p.m. on December 22, 2003, at the
Choctaw Nation Health Care Center in
Talihina, Oklahoma. He weighed 6
pounds, 10 ounces and was 19.5 inches
long.

Kobe’s proud parents are Kyle and
Martha Clark of Grove, Oklahoma. His
grandparents are Ron and Becky
Hallford of McAlester, Oklahoma, and
Maria and Francisco Aguilar of Grove. Great-grandparents are Walter
and Sarah Amos of McAlester.

Kobe would like to wish his Uncle Bryan a happy birthday on
January 4.

Matthew Austin Jones

Matthew Austin Jones was born at
1:20 p.m. on December 4, 2003, at Tali-
hina, Oklahoma. He weighed 8 pounds,
11 ounces and was 20.25 inches long.

Proud parents are Jesse and Donna
Jones of Smithville, Oklahoma. Mat-
thew has two older brothers, Donovan
and Dustin. Their grandparents are
Odell and Edna Nichols of Smithville,
Oklahoma, Jack Jones of Grannis, Arkansas, and Barbara Cecil of
Gillham, Arkansas.

Float wins third place
Among the prize-winning floats in Broken Bow’s Christmas pa-

rade is Little Miss and Junior Miss Choctaw Nation’s which won
third place among the non-commercial floats. Pine Telephone’s “Once
Upon a Christmas” took top honors.

Family celebrations
Darrin Neeley and Cassie King were married in a beautiful Christ-

mas setting, December 6, 2003, in Johnson City, Tennessee. Grooms-
man and brother of the groom, Dana Rogers III, had his 16th birth-
day on January 4, 2004, and mother of the groom, Janice Rogers,
celebrated her 50th birthday on January 5. It was a busy month for
husband and father, Dana Rogers II.

Annabelle Pusley Nichter celebrated her 90th birthday this past
October. Mrs. Carney resides in Fanshawe, Oklahoma, and Mrs.
Nichter lives in the Higgins community east of Hartshorne, Okla-
homa. Lizzie surprised Annabelle with a visit recently and the
two of them spent an enjoyable afternoon recalling and reliving
old times. The two friends had not seen each other since leaving
Chilocco in 1936.

first Native American Awareness Sunday. Choctaws Willard Mitchell,
Barbara (Mitchell) Seago, and Ruth Mitchell, were among those at-
tending the event.

Mr. Mitchell is the son of Arizona (McCurley/Curley) Mitchell,
an original enrollee, and grandson of original enrollee Rhoda (Tolbert)
McCurley. He is the great-grandson of Nellie and John Tolbert of
Sugarloaf County, Indian Territory. Barbara is his daughter.

If anyone has any information on this family lineage, please con-
tact Barbara Seago, 919-732-8718.

Caddo man finds daughter
after searching for 37 years
Submitted by Curtis Hicks
of Caddo, Oklahoma

I worked for the U.S. Govern-
ment in a British Country and had
to leave two months before my
daughter was born on September
7, 1966. She and her mother were
supposed to come over in No-
vember after they were both able
to travel. However, I got upset
and wrote an unfriendly letter,
and that was the last that I ever
heard. I know that because of that
letter, they never came over.

I made several telephone calls,
but after gaining no information,
I gave up. I met someone else,
and a few months later, I married

her.
I never did get my little daugh-

ter out of my mind. Six or seven
years later, I started searching for
her again full-time, and I never
quit until I found her. I have had
the British Embassy and many
others involved – mostly British
people, who volunteered to help.

Finally, I got two of my sons
involved in the search, and you
wouldn’t believe what we have
been through to find one little
daughter and sister. My two sons,
Johnny and James Hicks, and
their families have been looking
for years over the Internet and in
other ways for their sister.

Johnny, his wife, Lolly, and
their family put an ad in a publi-
cation in a British country. Some-
one recognized who they were
looking for, and somehow
through the help of the Lord and
the Internet, Johnny found her
telephone number.

Johnny called and spoke with
his sister over the telephone two
or three times before bringing me
a Christmas card at about 3 p.m.
on December 14, 2003. The card
said, “Dad, this is our Christmas
gift to you from us.” In the card
was a telephone number for me
to call.

I didn’t know who I was call-
ing. I dialed the number, and a
female voice said, “Hello.” I told
her I was supposed to call her
number. She said, “This is Judy.
Is this Curtis?” I told her yes. She
said, “What a great Christmas gift
for a dad and a daughter to find
each other after so many years! I
am 37 years old and glad that you
found me.” We talked for a while
and in closing conversation, she
said, “What a great gift it would
be if I came walking in next
Christmas.”

Don’t ever give up on some-
one you are looking for, because
you may find them alive and
well. I never told Judy that I have
been looking very hard for her for
over 30 years. I haven’t met her
yet, but I will soon. I am looking
forward to seeing my only daugh-
ter for the first time.

Keegan Matthew Parish

Christopher and Terisa Parish are
proud to announce the birth of their first
child. Keegan Matthew Parish was
born October 3, 2003, at Tulsa Re-
gional Hospital, weighing 8 pounds,
2.5 ounces and was 20 inches long.

Grandparents are David and Jenni-
fer Barnett of Ada, Oklahoma, Sherry
and Dale Damps of Mounds, Oklahoma, Robert Anderson of Calera,
Oklahoma, and Myron and Pat Brown of Silo, Oklahoma. Great-
grandparents include the late Rev. Sampson and Mary Parish of Ant-
lers and Lena Smith of Calera.

Four generations
Four generations of Dallas Choctaw women are great-granddaugh-

ter, Shayla Osage; granddaughter, Crystal Osage; daughter, Wanda
“LuLu” Smithson, and mother, Susie Noahubbi. Susie celebrated her
75th birthday on January 11 and we’d like to wish her a very happy
birthday.

Check it out!

a 20 day semi-driver train ing course

Truck driver training
coming to Durant

You may
qualify for
FREE Training

√ Earn $30,000 to $35,000
the first year!

√ All qualified applicants
pre-hired before class starts!

Contact:
Jana at the McAlester Campus

918-426-5272, ext. 20
or

Laura in Idabel 580-286-5933

On the road toSuccess

Kaleb Yahshua Hibbs

Kaleb Yahshua Hibbs was born De-
cember 19, 2003, at the Choctaw Na-
tion Health Care Center in Talihina,
Oklahoma. He weighed 7 pounds, 7
ounces and measured 20 inches. Proud
parents are Claudia Thompson of Tali-
hina and Jeremy Hibbs of Oklahoma
City. Proud grandparents are Debbie
James and Sweeney Thompson, both of Talihina, and Carolyn Hibbs
and Everett Hibbs. Great-grandparents are Shirley and Bill Woodruff
of Red Oak, Oklahoma, Byars James of Poteau, Oklahoma, Lillian
Moran of Oklahoma City, and Versilla Hibbs.

Attention
Choctaw Artists

Are you interested in participating in a Juried
and Judged Choctaw Indian Art Show?

Let us hear from you!
Please fill out the following interest form in order to receive more
information regarding the show which will be held in Tuskahoma,
Oklahoma, during the Labor Day Festivities, September 3-6,
2004. Included will be the following categories: painting, graph-
ics, textiles, sculpture, jewelry, ceramics, and basketry.

Please fill out the form and return it by March 1.
An entry packet will be sent to you in April.

Name_______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

___________________________________________

Telephone number ____________________________

E-mail address _______________________________

CDIB is required.

Your artistic expertise is in what category?
(Painting, graphics, ceramics, etc.)

Return to: Beverly Nelson
Choctaw Nation Tribal Complex
16th and Locust
Durant, OK 74701
1-800-522-6170, ext. 2216
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OBITUARIES
David McKee

David McKee, 55, of Soper, Oklahoma, passed away December
25, 2003. He was born November 28, 1948, in Hugo, Oklahoma,
the son of Harvey and Eula (Ray) McKee.

David married Nelda Parkhill on May 21, 1969, in Wichita Falls,
Texas. He served in the U.S. Army and worked as a farmer and
rancher for many years. He moved to Soper from Grady, Oklahoma,
about 32 years ago. He worked as a correctional supervisor at Howard
McLeod Correctional Center for the past 21 years.

He was preceded in death by his father in November 1990 and
one brother, Tommy McKee, in December 1999.

Survivors include his wife, Nelda McKee, of the home; a son and
daughter-in-law, Chris and Dawn McKee of Soper; daughters and
son-in-law, Misty and Enrique Martinez of Addington, Oklahoma,
and P.J. McKee of Hugo, Oklahoma; mother, Eula McKee of Soper;
brother, George McKee of Soper; two sisters, Mary Brunet and Oletta
Smith, both of Soper; and grandchildren, Mia, Tanner, Tyna and
Harley McKee, all of Soper, and Rique Jo and Alex Martinez of
Addington.

Woodrow Gaines
Woodrow Gaines, 74, of McAlester,

Oklahoma, passed away December 19,
2003, at his home. He was born Janu-
ary 14, 1929, in Red Oak, Oklahoma,
to William and Ada (Jefferson) Gaines.

He married Lucinda Beebe on June
20, 1958, in Eugene, Oregon.

Mr. Gaines was of the Baptist faith
and was a member of the Choctaw-
Chickasaw Association. He served in
the U.S. Army during the Korean Con-
flict and had lived the past 20 years in
McAlester.

He was preceded in death by his par-

William C. “Bill” Guthrie
William C. “Bill” Guthrie, 86,

passed away December 5, 2003, at
St. Anthony Hospital in Oklahoma
City. He was born May 16, 1917, at
Antioch, Oklahoma, to Charley and
Winnie (Gunter) Guthrie.

Bill had been a lifetime member
of the area. He attended school at
Antioch and Maysville, graduating in
1936. He married Helen Haney at
Pauls Valley on July 30, 1936.

Bill and Helen lived on the home
place at Antioch since 1948. He had
livestock and worked in the oil patch

ents; two brothers, Robert Winlock and Lewis Gaines, and one sis-
ter, Betty Owens.

Survivors include his wife, Lucinda Gaines, of the home; two
sons, Paul Gaines of Proctor, Oklahoma, and Stephen Gaines of
Greenville, Illinois; three daughters and sons-in-law, Rebekah and
Randy Williams of Ada, Oklahoma, Lois and Dennis Mayo of
Eufaula, Oklahoma, and Sarah and Jimmy Holland of Talihina, Okla-
homa; grandchildren, Carey, David, Keith and Dakota of Ada, Crys-
tal, Tiffany and Erica of Eufaula, and Krystal, Jason, Kassie and
Jerry of Talihina; five great-grandchildren and numerous other spe-
cial grandchildren; brothers, Wesley, William Ray and David Gaines,
Henry and Waston Postoak; brother-in-law, Kennion Beebe of
Estacada, Oregon; sisters, Willie Joy Jack, Hattie Williamson, Lizzie
Carney, Joy Lynn White-Buffalo, Lula Mae Sailor and Willie Joy,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

for Schlumberger, Sinclair, and later Arco oil companies. Bill
retired in 1979.

He was a 32nd Degree Mason and recently received his 50-
year pin at Guthrie, Oklahoma. Bill was a member of the Dan
Malone Sunday School Class and faithful member of the First
Baptist Church of Maysville. He was well liked and a friend to
many, and an excellent source of the history of the area.

Survivors include his wife of 67 years, Helen, of the home; a
son and daughter-in-law, William Gerald and Carolyn  Guthrie,
of Justin, Texas; two daughters and sons-in-law, Rochelle and
Edward Lauderdale of Grand Prairie, Texas, and Charlotte and
Harold Young of Lubbock, Texas; five grandchildren, Lisa Otts,
Tara Cantrell, Janet Young, Roger Guthrie, and Paige Hadley;
five great-grandchildren, Candace Cantrell, Corey Cantrell,
Whitney Otts, Cody Otts, and Cade Cantrell; sister, Tawannah
Earles of Maysville; and other relatives and friends made through-
out the years.

Nora Mae (Sewell) Campbell
Nora Mae (Sewell) Campbell, 89,

passed away December 17, 2003, at
Twin Pines Healthcare Center in Santa
Paula, California. She was born Feb-
ruary 11, 1914, in Province, Okla-
homa, to Maisie Bessie Tubbee and
James Sewell.

She married Winfred Campbell on
February 27, 1932. He preceded her
in death in 1961.

She was also preceded in death by
three brothers, Clifton, James and
Jack.

Survivors include sons, Travis, Nor-
man and Jimmy; daughters, Ila Rue and Priscilla; sisters, Bessie,
Marie, Inez, and Wanda; 13 grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren,
and two great-great-grandchildren.

Carl Dain “Bunk” Coleman
Carl Dain “Bunk” Coleman, 88,

passed away December 29, 2003, in
Talihina, Oklahoma. He was born Feb-
ruary 26, 1915, in Shady Point to Aden
Arthur and Amelia Boykin-Coleman.

He married Bobbie Mae Denton in
1939 in Wilburton. He was a construc-
tion contractor for many years in Cali-
fornia. He was in the Army during
World War II and was a member of the
Masonic Lodge and the Bedouin
Shrine Temple. For several years he
visited homes on Christmas Eve as
Santa Claus, which was a delight to many children.

He was preceded in death by his parents; four brothers, Grady,
Ray, Joe, and Mike; a sister, LaFreida; one grandson, Robert Dee;
and one granddaughter, Robin Lee.

Survivors include his wife, Bobbie Mae Coleman, of Talihina;
five sons and three daughters-in-law, Robert and MaryAnn Cole-
man of Talihina, Ronald Gene Coleman of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Kyle
Daine Coleman of New Castle, California, Grady and Phyllis Cole-
man of Collinsville, Oklahoma, and Tim and Debbie Coleman of
Shingle Springs, California; one brother, T.W. Coleman of Talihina;
one sister, LaFaye Miller of Talihina; eight grandchildren, Tracy Ham,
Todd Coleman, Melissa Spears, Clarke Coleman, Julie Mauvais, Ri-
chard Coleman, Jennifer Coleman, and Patrick Coleman; 12 great-
grandchildren; nieces, nephews and a host of friends.

Doris Janell (McAlvain) Knowlton
Doris Janell (McAlvain) Knowlton,

69, passed away January 6, 2004, in
Weiser, Idaho. She was born June 13,
1934, in Wister, Oklahoma, to Lee Roy
McAlvain and Hazel Faye Elliott.

Her family moved from Wister to
California, eventually settling in
Sonoma County where she attended
Analy High School in Sebastopol,
California.

In 1952, Doris Janell married
Donald Richard Tensfeldt in Graton,
California. They first lived in San
Francisco, California, and later moved to Woodside, California,
where they raised their four children. They later divorced and she
married Robert Sterling Knowlton in 1977.

Doris Janell and Robert moved in 1979 to Boise, Idaho, and upon
her retirement in 1995 they moved to Council, Idaho.

She loved to garden, can, read, sew and crochet. She also enjoyed
attending church and Bible study.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her beloved grand-
mothers, Cans Ada Stacy and Mary Alice Keifer, and stepfather,
Robert Eastman Marshall.

Survivors include her husband, Robert Knowlton; three sons and
two daughters-in-law, Richard Tensfeldt of Montello, Wisconsin,
David and Lisa Tensfeldt of Woodside, and Dan and Lael Tensfeldt
of Guerneville, California; one daughter and son-in-law, Dawna and
Nick Sisti of San Luis Obispo, California; grandson, Kyle Tensfeldt
of Cross Plains, Wisconsin; granddaughter, Chaylee Tensfeldt of
Guerneville; four brothers and three sisters-in-law, William Lee and
Dani McAlvain of Reno, Nevada, William “Douglas” and Serena
McAlvain of Council, Idaho, Louis McAlvain of Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia, and Thomas and Pat McAlvain of Salt Lake City, Utah; and
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Malacha Austin Gaddy
Malacha Austin Gaddy, 75, of Val-

liant, Oklahoma, passed away Septem-
ber 5, 2003, at St. Michael’s Health
Care Center in Texarkana, Texas. She
was born February 17, 1928, to Sam
M. and Maggie E. Austin of Valliant.

She graduated from Valliant High
School in 1946 and attended South-
eastern State College in Durant, where
she received her bachelor’s degree in
elementary education. Malacha later
received her master’s degree from the
University of Oklahoma, Norman.

She began her teaching career in the Wright City Public Schools
and also spent eight years teaching in Copan, Oklahoma. Most of
her career, however, was spent teaching in the Valliant Public
Schools.

She was known as “Miss Austin” and later “Mrs. Gaddy” when
she married Robert Gaddy on June 6, 1959. Her teaching career
spanned 39 years.

After retirement, Malacha pursued her love of gardening on a full-
time basis. She loved growing her beautiful flowers and sharing
them with her friends. Many people would drive by and stop to visit
with her and ask for plant advice, which she enjoyed giving.

Malacha was a lifelong active member of the First United Meth-
odist Church in Valliant and loved her church family.

She was preceded in death by her parents; two brothers, Wilson
Loman and Frank Loman, and one sister, Wauhillau Austin Gale.

Malacha is survived by her husband, Robert M. Gaddy, of the
home; a daughter and son-in-law, Elizabeth and Mike Baldwin, of
Tulsa, Oklahoma; two grandsons, Steven and Matthew Baldwin;
brothers and sisters-in-law, Sam and Leah Austin, of Indianapolis,
Indiana, and Jack and Norma Austin, of Clayton, Oklahoma; sister
and brother-in-law, Hiahwah-nah and Robert Kimzey of Farmers-
ville, Texas; sister-in-law, Delores Loman of Broken Bow, Okla-
homa; several nieces, nephews, and many wonderful friends.

Billie June (Nutt) White
Billie June (Nutt) White, 79, passed away January 2, 2004, at the

Deer Creek Nursing Center, Wimberley, Texas. She was born Janu-
ary 11, 1924, at Oklahoma City.

She married Le Roy W. White on March 6, 1951, at Houston,
Texas.

June had been a resident of the Deer Creek Nursing Center for
most of the past five years. She received the best loving care that
could have been provided by anyone. Through all her pain, memory
loss and many medical emergencies, she never lost her presence –
cheerful and smart-mouthed to the last and always with a comeback
to any question or remark made to her.

Survivors include her husband of 53 wonderful years, Le Roy W.
White, of Driftwood, Texas; a daughter, Gerida Nadine Brown of
Houston, and a brother, John A. Nutt of Cleveland, Texas.

Silas Marvin Vawter
Silas Marvin Vawter, 91, passed

away December 30, 2003, in Okla-
homa City. He was born December 18,
1912, in Bethany, Oklahoma, the next
to the youngest of eleven children born
to James Wesley Vawter and Martha
Ann (McCasson) Vawter.

Silas retired from Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company. He was married
to Martha Sue Boren, who preceded
him in death in 1963, and to Osa
Ebeteen Castleberry, who preceded
him in death in 1996.

Silas was a member of the Mayfair
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City,
and had been an elder in the University Church of Christ in Nor-
man, Oklahoma. He was a friend and inspiration to many who knew
him and was an exemplary father, grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther. He was a dedicated Christian who was prepared to meet
his Maker with a heart filled with the hope and promise of eternal
life.

Survivors include a daughter, Patricia Gayle Vawter; grandchil-
dren, Jay and Yvette Morrison, Dena Newhouse, Brad and Angie
Morrison and one great-grandchild, Tayah Nicole Morrison.

Thomas B. Shropshire
Thomas B. Shropshire, 85, of Sacramento, California, passed away

January 2, 2004, in Sutter Roseville Hospital. He was born Decem-
ber 23, 1918, in Whitefield, Oklahoma, the great-grandson of
Samuel Garland who was Chief of the Choctaws between 1862 and
1864.

He was preceded in death by his loving wife, Virginia Shropshire,
in September 1999.

Survivors include his daughter and son-in-law, Sherry and Angelo
Napolitano of Fair Oaks, California; sons and daughters-in-law, Tho-
mas Jr. and Kelli Shropshire and Don and Lisa Shropshire, all of
Sacramento, and five grandchildren, Christene, Erin, Stephanie,
Matthew and Cassidy.

Charlie Eynon Chivers, Jr.
Former Davis, Oklahoma, resident Charlie Eynon Chivers, Jr.,

75, of Dillard passed away December 30, 2003, at Mercy Memorial
Hospital in Ardmore, Oklahoma. He was born July 2, 1928, to Bessie
Elizabeth (Barringer) and Charlie E. Chivers, Sr., in Davis.

He grew up west of Davis and graduated from Woodland High
School in 1946. He married Helen Marie Vallery on April 21, 1950,
in Natchez, Mississippi. He joined the U.S. Air Force in 1950 and
served in the Korean War and was honorably discharged in 1954.
The same year they returned to Wilson, where he was employed by
Westheimer Neustadt Oil Co. - Dillard Yard and worked for them
for 43 years. He retired from what was then Kaiser Francis as a
pumper. Chivers was a member of the First United Methodist Church
of Wilson and a lifetime member of both the DAV and American
Legion.

Survivors include his wife of the home; four children, Charlie E.
Chivers III of Ardmore, Janice Chivers of Chicago, Illinois, Joan
Keenan of Moore, Oklahoma, and Patty Loveless of Norman; a
brother, Ed Chivers of Davis, and five grandchildren.

Stella L. Risenhoover
Stella L. Risenhoover, 92, of

Checotah, Oklahoma, passed away
December 8, 2003, in Checotah. She
was born November 25, 1911, in Quin-
ton, Oklahoma, to Joe and Alice (Fol-
som) Ginn. She was a granddaughter
of Choctaw enrollee Jefferson Davis
Folsom and Tabatha Beard Folsom.

She married Ben Risenhoover on
October 10, 1927, at Quinton. She was
a homemaker, mother and grand-
mother.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Joe and Alice Ginn; her
husband, Ben, on August 31, 1982; one daughter, Paulette Hendley,
on April 3, 2001; two brothers, Joe and Kenneth Ginn; five sisters,
Beaulah Miller, Ellen Wiles, Edna Adcock, Imogene Bruce and Vir-
ginia Hope; and one son-in-law, Ray Harris.

Survivors include four sons and daughters-in-law, Ernest and Doris
of Oklahoma City, Winburn and Sue of Quinton, Bobby and Donna
of Checotah, and Harold and Sharon of Mogadore, Ohio; five daugh-
ters, Bertha Harris, Frankie Welton and Linda Risenhoover, all of
Checotah, Dorothy and James Mansfield of Oklahoma City and
Sandy Woodring of Tuttle, Oklahoma; two brothers, Marvin Ginn
of Quinton and Doyle Ginn of Sperry, Oklahoma; one sister, Edith
Wiles of Sperry, Oklahoma.

Melvin Lester Boatright
Melvin Lester Boatright, 86, passed away December 8, 2003, at

his home of 52 years in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. He was born on
March 4, 1917, to original enrollee Joseph Boatright and Lou Emma
Mosby Boatright, the youngest of ten children and the last surviv-
ing sibling.

Lester made his own way from a very early age. He served in the
Civil Conservation Corps and was stationed at the Grand Canyon
project. He married Ruby Martin on July 25, 1937, in Spiro, Okla-
homa. After a stint at defense work, Lester joined the Army Air corps
where he served as a mess cook, supervising the meat preparation
for several thousand airmen.

After his discharge from service, he and Ruby farmed for several
years near Coweta, Oklahoma, and then he returned to aircraft work
at Douglas Aircraft in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He was there for almost 20
years and finished his working career at Air Cargo in Tulsa.

Lester and Ruby were always willing to lend a hand when family
members were in need, sharing their life and, many times, their home
with family members.

He took great pride in his Choctaw heritage, was an active mem-
ber of the Broken Arrow Church of Christ, enjoyed gardening, fish-
ing, and watching the Texas Rangers. But most of all, in the later
years, he lavished most of his time on caring for Ruby in her illness.
He left some “big shoes” to fill and will be greatly missed by those
he left behind.

Survivors include his wife of 66 years, Ruby; two children, Joe
Boatright and wife, Carol, and Sue Boatright Mullins and husband,
Wayne; five natural grandchildren, three “chosen” grandchildren,
two natural great-grandchildren, and four “chosen” great-grandchil-
dren, along with numerous nieces and nephews.

A granddaughter, Kimberly Jo Boatright, preceded him in
death.

William F. “Bill” Cornelius, Sr.
William Franklin “Bill” Cornelius, Sr., 79, of Oklahoma City

passed away January 17, 2004, at his home. He was born Octo-
ber 26, 1924, in Oklahoma City to Jesse P. and Vida D. (Tarpley)
Cornelius.

Bill graduated from Capitol High School in 1942. He was a
member of the West Tenth Street Baptist Church. He served in
the U.S. Air Force during World War II, the Korean War, and
Berlin Air Lift. He was a member of the Ninth Air Association,
the 367th Fighter Group Association (“The Dynamite Gang”),
6928 Security Service, the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, the
Choctaw Nation Veterans Association, and the D.A.V. He was
also a former Oklahoma County Deputy.

Bill loved the beach, traveling and spending time with his
grandson.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy M. Cornelius,
in 2003, and his parents.

Survivors include his son, William “Bill” Cornelius, Jr., and
wife, Becky, of Oklahoma City, and his grandson, William
Cornelius III.


