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Choctaw Nation
loses a champion

Longtime Choctaw Nation
Executive Director of Tribal
Membership Brenda Sue Hamp-
ton, 64, passed away Wednes-
day, Nov. 30, leaving a void in
the hearts of family members,
friends and acquaintances from
coast to coast.

Brenda began a prominent
career with the Choctaw Nation
of Oklahoma in the work ex-
perience program in 1985 and
worked the last 26 years with the
membership/voter  registration
department. She became direc-
tor of the department in 1987
and executive director in 2006.
She has helped literally thou-
sands of tribal members obtain
their Certificate of Degree of
Indian Blood (CDIB) cards and
membership with the Choctaw
Nation.

“Brenda was a force for good,”
Chief Gregory E. Pyle said. “Her
energy couldn’t be matched and
she gave strength to everyone
around her. Her priority was al-
ways her family. She loved them
with every fiber of her being.
Her work and her friends re-
ceived the same passion.

“Brenda’s dedication to our
tribal members was evident
every day as she answered nu-
merous phone calls and worked
tirelessly, often at night and on
weekends, to help individuals
with what is needed to obtain
membership. She expanded the
department to one of the best in
all tribal nations.

“The memories of her humor,
her laughter and her enthusiasm
will remain with us all,” Chief
Pyle said. “I count every mo-
ment I spent with Brenda as a
privilege.”

Brenda was born Feb. 7, 1947,
in LaMesa, Calif.,, to Margie
Nadine (Monroe) Lilley and at-
tended schools in Texas but lived
most of her life in the Durant
area. Before her years with the
Choctaw Nation, she worked as
a licensed cosmetologist and op-
erated her own hair salon while
raising her family.

Beginning a new career at the

See HAMPTON Page 5
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Tribe wins multiple
awards for environmental
preservatione orts

By BRET MOSS
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

In an effort to protect the land
and environment dear to its heart,
the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
(CNO) has taken tremendous strides
to increase the amount of recycling
occurring in Southeastern Oklaho-
ma.

As a result of these actions, the
staff of the recycling center has re-
cently been awarded three notable
awards, two by Keep Oklahoma
Beautiful, a statewide nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to environmen-
tal improvement.

At the 21st annual Environmen-
tal Excellence Awards Celebration
held on Nov. 10, in Oklahoma City,

of the Environmentally Best” award,
which CNO also took home.

On a separate occasion, CNO also
was awarded the Recycling Gov-
ernment of the Year at the America
Recycles Day event held in Tulsa on
Nov. 15, 2011.

These awards are the first awards
that CNO recycling has won. Ac-
cording to Director of Project Man-
agement, Tracy Horst, the credit for
winning these awards can be attrib-
uted to the new recycling facility lo-
cated near the Choctaw Casino and
Resort in Durant.

December 2011 marks the first
full year of operation for the new
recycling facility. The facility and
the functions within are the only one
of its kind in the Southeastern Okla-

CNO won in the state/tribal category  homa area.
of environmental excellence, which
granted consideration for the “Best

See AWARDS Page 5
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Choctaw Nation’s Recycling Center staff shows off the awards won

for the tribe’s environmental preservation efforts. The staff includes,

The large facility boasts the back row from left, Lance Clinton, Justin Tillery, Terry Garner, Chris
Stover, and kneeling, Cyndi Houser, Tamera Couch and Tracy Horst.

"Tis the season for giving

Choctaw Nation distributes toys and
food vouchers to Choctaws in need

By LARISSA COPELAND
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

ments and Choctaw Nation entities  a turkey.
did by reaching out to members in
need this holiday season.

Choctaw Nation Outreach Servic- food baskets,”

sugar, dinner rolls and
a 10-inch frozen pie.
The Christmas voucher

‘Tis the season for giving and was the same only it in-
that’s just what numerous depart- cluded a ham instead of

“Our first year, we
handed out about four
says
es distributed 6,226 food vouchers Betty Jackson from the
in November and December ensur- Choctaw Nation Out-
ing no Choctaw family goes without  reach Services Program,
a warm meal for Thanksgiving or “and it has evolved to
Christmas. The Thanksgiving vouch-  where it is today. We
ers, which were made available to began this program
needy Choctaw families in the 10- about eight years ago
1/2 county service area, included a  after hearing tribal members say the
turkey, two cans each of corn and meal they ate at the Choctaw Nation
green beans, a can of yams, cranber-  Thanksgiving dinners would be the
ry sauce, a box of tea bags, a bag of  only one they had for the holiday.”

Choctaw Nation: LARISSA COPELAND

Tribal Events employees Faye Self, Tammy Lawson and Elaine Thomson fill their
carts with toys that will be given to needy Choctaw children through Chief Pyle’s
and Assistant Chief Batton’s Needy Christmas Program.

To receive a voucher for the food, available for pick-up at their local
tribal members completed an ap- Choctaw Nation Community Cen-
plication that included income veri- ter and could be redeemed at certain
fication. The vouchers were made

See GIVING Page 5
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Choctaws gather to
celebrate the holidays

Holiday celebrations have been going on all over the
Choctaw Nation, beginning with Thanksgiving dinners
at the community centers last month and now visits with
Santa are kicking off the Christmas season. Above, at Ato-
ka’s Chistmas gathering, Santa Claus visits with Coun-
cilman Anthony Dillard, Carmela Lopez, Danika Billy,
Dresden Billy and Jalie Miller.

zx Community Thanksgiving dinners -
photos on Pages 10-13

Choctaw Nation donates $1 million
to Dean McGee Eye Institute

Dean McGee Eye Institute
Ophthalmologists and Choctaw
Nation celebrate 10-year partnership

The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma has
contributed $1 million to the Dean McGee
Eye Institute Capital Campaign, putting the
Institute within $2 million of its $46 million
campaign goal. The capital campaign has
provided funds for completion of the new,
five-story, 78,000-sq.-ft., world-class re-
search and clinical facility that was dedicated
on September 30 and for renovation of the
existing 70,000-sq.ft. building constructed in
1975.

“We are extremely grateful to the Choc-
taw Nation for this very generous gift. Our
ophthalmologists, led by Dr. Stephen Fran-
sen, have enjoyed a long and meaningful re-
lationship with Choctaw leaders since 2001
in working together to preserve vision for
the Choctaw people through the Diabetic
Retinopathy Outreach Program clinic in Tali-
hina,” said Dr. Gregory Skuta, president and
CEO of the Dean McGee Eye Institute and
Edward L. Gaylord Professor and Chair of
the OU College of Medicine’s Department
of Ophthalmology. “This gift helps to expand
our clinical and research capabilities in treat-
ing and preventing vision loss from diabetes
and other disorders in the hundreds of tribal
members who visit our doctors both in Okla-

homa City and in Talihina.”

Dr. Fransen and other Dean McGee Eye
Institute ophthalmologists have treated over
3,000 tribal members at the two clinics, per-
forming nearly 600 retinal laser procedures
in the Talihina clinic alone.

“Encouraging American Indians to seek
vision care is a major health goal of the
Choctaw Nation, especially considering
the high risk of diabetic retinopathy in this
population,” said Chief Gregory E. Pyle of
the Choctaw Nation. “The Dean McGee Eye
Institute has proactively dedicated itself to
working with us to help diagnose and treat
retinal problems earlier in the disease process
and thereby achieve better outcomes.”

The newly expanded Dean McGee Eye In-
stitute facility, which adjoins the original fa-
cility, doubles the space for research laborato-
ries, expands clinical capacity by 40 percent,
and consolidates all of the clinical care, vision
research, teaching, and administrative func-
tions into one location.

The Institute’s clinical and surgical teams
provide more than 150,000 patient visits
(both adult and children) in addition to 7,000
surgical procedures each year. Dean McGee
Eye Institute physicians and scientists are
internationally respected and hold numerous
leadership positions in major professional
and scientific organizations. The residency

See DONATION Page 5
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Employees’ value to tribe is immeasurable

From the Desk of
Chief Gregory E. Pyle

The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma has grown to approxi-
mately 210,000 members and 7,000 employees. Every time I
think of this, I am thankful for the great group of people who
comprise the workforce of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.
The individual strengths and talents of these caring individuals
are one of the main reasons the tribe has developed into such
a respected entity in southeastern Oklahoma, the country and
the world.

One example of the exceptional type of people we have
working for us was Brenda Hampton, executive director of
the Choctaw Nation Membership Department. Brenda passed
away on Nov. 30. I was the assistant chief when Brenda began
working for the tribe over 26 years ago and I feel the loss not
only as a colleague but also as a friend. She devoted many
long hours to people who needed assistance with obtaining
their CDIB and membership cards and was often the last per-
son to leave the office to go home. She exemplified the spirit of
the Choctaw — strong, compassionate and dedicated. The staff
of the membership department has shown true leadership by
its continued dedication to providing quality service to tribal
members, a reflection of Brenda’s compelling example.

I have visited many different types of businesses — small
and large, tribal, government agencies and corporations — and
I am proud to say the employees of the Choctaw Nation stand

out from the crowd. The common thread I see among them all
is servant leadership. We receive hundreds of phone calls and
visitors to our offices and businesses daily. It is important to me
to know that each person on staff has the best interests of the
tribal member or customer at heart. The value of having such

employees is immeasurable.

We honor our employees with tokens of appreciation upon
their 5-, 10-, 15- and 20-plus-year anniversaries with the tribe.
This year we have five employees who will receive awards for
30 years of service — Shelia Kirven, Cora Rockwood, Randel
Bohanon, Fred Logan Jr. and Joe Williams. It is not unusual
to have several people in the 15- to 25-year range and liter-
ally hundreds in the 5- to 10-year range. Thank you all for the
wonderful job you do.

The positive attitudes that I see put forth result in a job done
well and creates an environment of good will for all concerned.
There is a desire to learn more, cooperate and provide the best
possible experience for everyone involved.

The desire to grow in knowledge and skill has led to a new
initiative through the Choctaw Nation Training Department to
develop a series of leadership trainings, beginning in January.
A freshman level is being offered to associates who wish to
grow their careers to a higher degree. The training will escalate
to a sophomore and junior training and on to a master level.
The master or senior level will first be offered to executive di-
rectors.

The goal is for the curriculum to be accredited through
Southeastern Oklahoma State University.

The final and exciting piece of this is an established training
called Choctaw U!

The investment in our associates is an investment in the
Choctaw Nation.

Chaplain’s Corner

Peace on earth

From the Desk of
Assistant Chief Gary Batton

Number of care packages doubles

May you have a very Mer-
ry Christmas and a Happy
New Year 2012.

During this season as we
think and sing about the
Christmas message, ‘Peace
on Earth,” many continue to
be frustrated and unsure of
life and ask, “Where can we
find this Peace?”

Peace for the world will
be found only in the Christ
of Christmas. The Prophet
Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 9:6,
“... his name shall be called
“The Prince of Peace.” And
in the same verse in Isaiah
9:6, Isaiah wrote, ““... and the
government shall be upon his
shoulder ...”

The Bible begins with, “In the
beginning ...” in Genesis 1:1
and the Gospel of John 1:1 begins, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” Jesus
Christ was the Word and the Word became
flesh. (John 1:14)

The Lord Jesus Christ was marked from
the beginning of time to reign. On the first
Christmas Jesus came as the Savior, born of
Virgin Mary in Bethlehem. When He comes
again, He will come as the sovereign. Sov-
ereign means that whatever He says or does
is final. He answers to no one.

The Lord Jesus Christ came to die on
the cross for our sins. He bought back with
his precious blood. He went to heaven and
today He sits at the right hand of God the
Father, (Hebrews 12:2), and He is coming
back.

Once He came in lowliness, soon He will
come in glory.

The matter of who shall rule has been the
cause of all our conflicts down through the
ages.

Who shall rule in heaven?

Who shall rule in earth?

Who shall rule in the hearts of men?

Two of these questions have already been
answered. God is ruling in heaven now. He-
sus said in Matthew 6:9, “After this manner
therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name.”

God’s will is done in heaven. This is set-
tled. God rules in heaven. And God rules on
the earth. He has given to us His Son the
right to rule on the earth when He comes
the second time. The Scriptures declare in
Isaiah 2:3-4, “... for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many people; and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks: nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.”

But Peace is not due until the Prince of
Peace comes. What are we doing today?
We are doing right the opposite — we pre-

REV. BERTRAM BOBB
Tribal Chaplain

pare for wars. At that
time we shall beat out
swords into plowshares
and our spears into prun-
ing hooks. We will pre-
pare for peace, because
the Prince of Peace will

be here and ruling with a

rod of iron.

Jesus Christ is not
only appointed to reign
on earth but He is also
appointed to reign in the
hearts of men. Christ did
not come to take away
our joy, to work hard-
ship upon us or to make
us slaves of fear and men
whose hearts are full of
misery. He came that He

might reign in our hearts
and reign there in peace.

Jesus said, “... that in me ye might have
peace.” (John 16:32) And this is why He
came, this is why He wants to rule in our
hearts. Not just to rule so that He might
be the sovereign and make us do His will,
but to rule in our hearts to give us peace, to
make us joyful, happy people.

Paul wrote in Romans 5:1, “... being
justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.”

Let us not make the mistake of trying to
find peace somewhere else. We will never
find peace until, by trusting in the Prince of
Peace, we allow Him to reign in our hearts.
This is God’s remedy for all the problems
of the heart. Nothing else and no one else
can bring peace into the human heart.

Again the Prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah
57:20-21, “But the wicked are like the trou-
bled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters
cast up mire and diret. There is no peace,
saith my God, to the wicked.”

Peace was the promise of the angels at
Christ’s birth. As the Prince of Peace He
came to bring men peace with God, and
the daily experience of peace of heart. Only
those who accept Christ as their Savior find
peace with God and it is necessary to com-
mit our life to Jesus Christ as the ruler of
our lives in order to experience daily peace
of heart.

When you come to Christ, the Holy Spirit
will give you joy and peace in the midst of
your trials and troubles. You can start now,
by being willing to give up your sins and by
receiving Christ in simple, childlike faith.

The joyful news is that Jesus saves. “This
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners ...” (I Timothy 1:15)

May God bless you in a very special way
today is my prayer.

Pray for America and for our men and
women in our Armed forces.

Tribal Council meets in regular November session

The Choctaw Nation Tribal Council met
on Nov. 12 in regular session at Tushka
Homma. Tribal Council Speaker Delton
Cox called the meeting to order, welcomed
guests and then asked for committee reports.
After committee reports were given the
Tribal Council addressed new business.

e Approval of several budgets included:
Family Violence program, Environmen-
tal General Assistance fund, Tribal Ozone
Monitoring project, Victim Assistance pro-
gram, Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Maternal,
Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
program, and program support for Pregnant

and Parenting Teens and Women.

e Budget modifications to long-range
Transportation plan, DHHS Administra-
tion on Aging FY 2012 and Capital Proj-
ects Budget #2 FY 2012.

* Donations to the Peggy and Charles
Stephenson Oklahoma Cancer Center
and the Dean McGee Eye Institute, both
at Oklahoma University Health Sciences
Center.

The Choctaw Nation Tribal Coun-
cil meets in regular session at 10 a.m. on
the second Saturday of each month in the
Council Chambers at Tushka Homma.

As I'looked out over the hundreds of
veterans and their families on the Cap-
itol grounds at Tushka Homma for our
Veterans Day ceremony last month,
I felt a deep gratitude for what they
have done to keep our country free.
Nothing we can do for them will ever
equal the sacrifices they made for us.
Many of the men and women fighting
for our freedom today will hopefully
be on American soil again soon. In the
meantime, we keep praying for their
quick and safe return.

Choctaw Nation’s Veterans Advo-
cacy Deputy Director Brent Oakes
has reported a record number of care
packages sent in the last month to
Afghanistan and Kuwait. In addition
to the department’s regular quarterly mailing
of 150 care packages, the Choctaw Nation has
paid for shipping of 450 additional packages, all
in the month of November. Families are bring-
ing boxes filled to the brim with things such as
snacks, Christmas ornaments and presents, and
iTunes and phone cards. The boxes range in size
from a foot square to three feet square. One
package contained everything needed to have
a Thanksgiving meal. We have even shipped a
few Christmas trees on request to make the holi-
days brighter.

The packages sent every three months by our
Veterans Advocacy staff are packed with canned
goods, snacks such as peanuts, candy and beef
jerky, and toiletry and specialty items.

The staff has done an outstanding job. There
are currently only two of them in the office —
Brent Oakes and Darla Moody. Their direc-
tor, Kelly McKaughan, and coordinator, John
Lance, are deployed.

A Christmas gift from the tribe was sent again
this year. Each person on the program’s mail-
ing list received a case with a pocketknife and a
Maglight, two things that are always needed by
our troops and can often mean the difference in
life and death.

We have also helped many organizations
mail care packages — the 180th Family Readi-
ness Group, the Caney Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and area churches, schools and vo-techs
to name a few.

Durant Intermediate School students and fac-
ulty made donations to fill 27 boxes for Bryan
County soldiers and two of the boxes were
specifically for the dogs in canine units so they
could have a Christmas present, too.

It is heartwarming to know we are part of
such caring communities and thankful for the
opportunity to help bring a little holiday plea-
sure to the service men and women engaging in
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

SOSU celebrates Native November

Southeastern Oklahoma State University’s is hosting several
events on the Durant campus to celebrate Native November.
The month-long celebration started Nov. 1 with guest speak-

ers and has featured the Native American Symposium, High
School Visitation Day, Native Movies, Native Storytelling
Competition, Traditional Dress Fashion Show, Choctaw Social

Dancing, and the Miss Indian Southeastern competition.

The High School Visitation Day on Nov. 9 included South-
eastern services, tribal funding, lunch and Stickball, a Native
social game. The pictures feature students sharing in a tradi-
tional Native American dance.

The  Southeastern  Oklahoma
Association offers small business,
improvement and agriculture loans.

with-in  the

recognized tribe.

924-8280 or toll-free 800-522-6170.

Choctaw Nation to aid with loans

Indian
home,

To be eligible to apply, a person must reside
10-1/2 county service area of the
Choctaw Nation and must possess a Certificate of
Degree of Indian Blood (CDIB) from a federally

For more information, contact Susan Edwards at 580-

Credit
home
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NOTESTO THE NATION

Choctaw Nation: BRET MOSS

Pictured are Chief Gregory E. Pyle, Brice Brown, Am-
ber Samuel, Brittany Burgin, Caydence Burgin, Gwen
Dunham and Assistant Chief Gary Batton. They send
greetings to their family in Bakersfield, Calif.

Seeking information on Joe Barrick

I am attempting to locate and/or obtain information regard-
ing Joe Barrick. In 2007, he was around 85 years old anc %. H
ing at 517 W. Tyler St. in McAlester. His mother was original
enrollee Ethyl Duncan, enrolled as Ethyl Eugenia Lewis.

Joe Barrick was born in Pauls Valley in 1922 and remained
in that area during his youth. He became a self-taught musician
at the age of 15 and music continued to be a major part of his
life throughout the years. Having served a stint in the armed
services during World War II, Joe settled in Los Angeles in the
late *40s, finally moving back to Oklahoma, in Haywood, west
of McAlester, during the early to mid-"70s.

Joe Barrick is a nationally-recognized one-man band. Over
the years, he became an accomplished musician, having learned
to play various music styles on a variety of instruments. Dur-
ing the *50s, he had began designing and building what would
become a series of very unique electrified musical instruments.
He is best known for his creation, the “piatarbajo,” which he
so named for the combination of instrument sounds emitted,
piano, guitar, bass and banjo, as he played it with foot pedals,
while playing a guitar, mandolin or fiddle with his hands and
singing or playing harmonica, which was held in a neck har-
ness.

After moving back to Oklahoma, Joe stayed busy performing
as a one-man band, including entertaining at many Choctaw
events, dedication ceremonies of the Choctaw Nation Head-
quarters and annually at the Labor Day Festival. In 1977, the
Choctaw Nation presented Joe with an award of honor in rec-
ognition of outstanding work in designing musical instruments.

My purpose in locating him, his instruments and/or gather-
ing as much information as possible is to again honor him for
his musical accomplishments and to pay long overdue tribute
to a man who, with his creation, the piatarbajo, redefined the
worldwide meaning of one-man band, which I myself am a
Choctaw one-man band.

If you have any information whatsoever concerning Joe
Barrick or his whereabouts, if you are a relative, a friend or
acquaintance, you are familiar with his musical instruments,
you possibly have or know of a recording of his music, have a
story of seeing him perform or can contribute any information
concerning any aspect of his life or any link that might be of
help, please contact John “Butch” Cusher at 5410 Kimberly
Rd., Durant, OK., 74701, at johnboy @netcommander.com, or
call at 318-237-7264.

Thank you to kind employees

We are to give honor to whom honor is due. In doing so, |
say yakoke to Beverly Vanriette and Angela Lyles, two kind
ladies who are employed at the Choctaw Nation Travel Plaza
in Atoka.

I recently traveled to Durant and stopped there. I accidentally
left a ring in the ladies rest room. On my return trip, I stopped
at the plaza, asking Beverly about the possibility that some-
one had returned my ring, and it had been placed in the store’s
safe! However, the person who had access to the safe was not
there. So, Angela mailed my ring to me, priority mail. I am so
thankful for honest and thoughtful employees of the Choctaw
Nation. Angela and Beverly, you are to be commended!

Rebecca S. Good, Bokoshe, OKkla.
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Appreciative veteran

Although I am not a Choctaw myself, I have been very in-
volved with most of the functions, activities and benefits allot-
ted the members of the Choctaw Nation. Being the genealogist
in the family, I have been the one who has gotten most of my
wife’s family their CDIBs and Tribal Membership cards. I have
also been the one who has sent in the obituaries to the Biski-
nik for her aunts, uncles, cousins, etc. I was also responsible
for getting her uncle’s name on the World War II memorial at
Tushkahoma. We were present for that dedication and have
been to each Veterans Day celebration, with the exception of
one, since then. I have met both Chief Pyle and Assistant Chief
Batton at these Veterans Day events as well as my wife, who is
very proud of her heritage.

In May of 2009, Chief Pyle sent me a personal sympathy for
the passing of Mike Pitts and telling me to contact his office
if he could help me in any way. I know that this is probably
normal procedure that you do for all members’ families, but I
just wanted to tell you that it was deeply appreciated and most
thoughtful.

E ?\J EV\JS“fo ‘A‘ NAT! O N‘le many accomplish-

ments that you and all ot your statt have done, not only for the
Choctaw Nation, but other things you have done for this coun-
try in the name of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.

Jim W. Winn

Photo submitted

Daniel says thank you

Daniel Cullum, a Silo student and Bryan County 4H mem-
ber, would like to tell the Choctaw Nation how much he ap-
preciates them buying premium on his show calf recently at the
Tulsa State Fair. Daniel won first place with his market steer.
He and his family appreciate the many opportunities provided
by the Choctaw Nation.

Thank you from Julie

I would like to tell the Choctaw Nation thank you for allow-
ing my brother and myself the opportunity to attend the sum-
mer camps. We had so much fun this summer making friends,
enhancing our athletic abilities and learning about the heritage
of our tribe.

Julie Cullum

Native American
Baptist Women’s Day

Pictured are U.S. Representa- |
tive Lisa Billy, Chickasaw, and |
2011 Miss Indian Oklahoma |
City Stephanie Tehauno, Choc-
taw. They were invited to the
Native American Baptist Wom-
en’s Day at the First Indian Bap- =
tist Church of Moore on Nov. 6. Representative Billy was the
keynote speaker. Stephanie is a former Miss Choctaw Nation
princess. Both women are powerful role models setting posi-
tive examples for Native American women. The First Indian
Baptist Church of Moore appreciates their taking time out from
their busy schedules to be with them on this special day.

Perrin “Ninak Chulosa” Deal

Davis Cup a success

The Davis Cup event at our golf/tennis club in Sarasota, Ca-
lif., the Meadows Country Club, was a huge success. The letter
from Chief Pyle was met with applause and appreciation. Be-
fore the competition, there were drawings for the various gifts
the Choctaw Nation had donated. The crowd was staggered.
One of the comments from the pro over the PA system was,
“Don’t you wish you were Choctaw?”” That was met with more
applause. Ultimately, the event was a tremendous success and
it represented a significant rise in Choctaw awareness. I could
not be more pleased.

In the competition, we placed second. Thanks again to all
involved in the support, including Chief Pyle.

Chuck Hanner

Seeking information

I am looking for photos of my grandparents and great-grand-
parents. I am willing to pay for copying and postage. Photos |
seek include: William Pusley, born 1844, died in 1880, mar-
ried Elizabeth Hampton, I have a photo of her; James Thomas
Ryan, born September 1845, died September 1878, married
Lela Eugenia McCarty, I have a photo of her; Lenora Eugenia
Ryan, born Dec. 25, 1877, died Oct. 6, 1899, married William
Wiley Pusley, I have a photo of him and his second wife, Lelan,
and their three children. I am the granddaughter of Lenora.

I am willing to share any of my photos at no cost. If you have
any information regarding these photos, contact Betty J. Pusley
Simmons at 32526 Ruth Hill Road, Squaw Valley, CA 93675 or
559-332-2342. Thank you.

Photo submitted

Staff Sergeant Anthony Emery and Sergeant Higinio Gar-
cia along with Little Miss Choctaw district princess Amber
Battice participated in Cameron’s Veteran’s Day Celebra-
tion.

Appreciation for Veterans Ceremony

The Oklahoma Choctaw Veterans Day Ceremony on
Nov. 11 was great, moving and monumental. It should
have been recorded for PBS television and/or Oklaho-
ma Educational television for future showings. Lt. Gen.
Sisco and Maj. Gen. Aragon were wonderful. Chief Pyle
and Assistant Chief Batton and all other tribal partici-
pants and facilitators should be congratulated for work
well done. I am sure all veterans attending felt honored
to be appreciated. We should always remember, they
fought our enemies over there so we would not have to
fight them over here.

D.R. Ferguson, retired Navy Navigator
and Commercial Ship Master,

Post #4501’s float places third

Choctaw Veterans Association, Post #4501, of Spiro,
participated in the Poteau Veterans Parade on Nov. 12.
The theme of the parade was “Veterans Don’t Forget,
Don’t Forget the Veterans.” The float was built by mem-
bers of Post 4501. They hoped to win the first place tro-
phy again this year, but they received third place. They
were somewhat disappointed, but they were all very
proud to represent the Choctaw veterans in the parade.
Poteau DAV Post #63 won first place in the float cat-
egory this year.

Pictured is Post #4501 commander Paul Perry of Spi-
ro (center) accepting the third place plaque from VFW
Commander Robert Carter of Spiro Post #4884 (left)
and VFW member Don Bosley of Heavener.

John presents
Veterans Day
program

On Nov. 8, John C. Smith pre-
sented the 2011 Veterans Day
Program for the Rotary Club of
Roseville, Calif. Smith has been
a member of the Rotary Club’s
Board of Directors for the last
three years and is a past commander of the Roseville
American Legion. He lived in Boswell and Bennington
and graduated from Del City High School. After a tour
in the Marine Corps, he has lived in California where he
was a chief of police. He is the son of tribal members
John Williams Smith and grandson of Ruby Gertrude
Crawford. As a child, he lived on the land grant of Joe
Durant in Bennington.

Seeking information on Guthries

I am looking for information on Joe Thomas Guthrie, the
brother of the late William Terrell “Woody” Guthrie, who
passed away in January 2005, of the Maysville area. I am also
seeking information on Troy Guthrie, the son of Woody. If you
have any information, contact Robert Guthrie at P.O. Box 6195
Noman, OK 73070 or email at rdguthrie@sbcglobal..net.

Thanks for ornament

Thank you for the beautiful Christmas ornament depicting
the Choctaw drum. The history of the drum is very interesting.
At our ages, 75 and 74, each year we debate on if we should
put up our Christmas tree or not. Each year we say no, but we
get to thinking about all the personal decorations we have and
the Choctaw ornaments and we bring out the tree and decorate
it so we can tell all our friends about the Choctaws. Thank you,
again.

Charles E. Boatman
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Smart tips to avoid
holiday overindulgences

December is a wondrous time of year. As we look around at
all of the many blessings we have, all the young children won-
dering what Santa will put under the Christmas tree for them,
wondering what to prepare for family Christmas dinner, and of
course, wondering “why did we eat so much, so fast!” More
often we are putting so much thought into why we ate what we
did and feeling guilty for these overindulgences that we are not
enjoying the special holiday foods that typically come around
one to two times a year.

Yes, we will be tempted with an abundance of wonderful
meals full of old family recipes and new, yet if we allow our-
selves to truly enjoy the once-a-year treats we just might be
able to avoid the overindulgence and look back at these special
moments with wonderful memories.

Here are a few ways to slow down and enjoy this time of year:

* Make a list of your typical holiday meal, divide into foods
that taste best just placed on the table and foods that still taste
good or better as leftovers. Then from the first list take off all
the foods that you can have any time of year like mashed pota-
toes. All the foods left, high in carbs, you can portion into three
to four carb servings. Generally a carb serving is about 2 cup.

* Include a lot of non-starchy vegetables on your plate. Half
of your plate should be filled with non-starchy vegetables such
as garden salad, broccoli, cauliflower, carrots, squash, toma-
toes or green beans (not in a creamy casserole)..

* Go for a family walk after the meal and before the dessert.

* Wait two hours between the meal and dessert.

* Portion desserts to have one after the family meal then save
the rest to enjoy another serving the next day.

* Drink plenty of water, just plain water. To enhance the fla-
vor try adding sliced cucumber, berries and/or citrus slices to
a pitcher of water.

* Enjoy family conversation and memories while at the table,
this can help to slow down how fast we eat.

* And enjoy tasty recipes that will help to keep us healthy for
the years to come.

Recipe of the Month

Honeyed Carrots
Arecipe from BetterHomesand Gardens

Ingredients:

6 cups water

3 pounds baby carrots with tops trimmed to 27, peeled
or scrubbed

2 tbsp. butter

3-4 tbsp. honey

1 tsp. finely shredded lemon peel

Y4 tsp. crushed red pepper

Directions:

1. In heavy skillet bring water to boil; add carrots. Re-
turn to boil; reduce heat. Simmer, covered, 8-10 minutes,
until carrots are tender; drain carrots, pat dry.

2. For glaze, in skillet stir butter, honey, lemon peel, red
pepper, and Y2 tsp. salt over medium heat until butter is
melted and glaze bubbles. Add carrots; toss 2 minutes. In
serving bowl drizzle carrots with glaze, sprinkle additional
red pepper.

Nutrition facts

Amount per serving: 12 servings

Calories - 75, Total Carbs - 14g, Total fat - 2g, Unsatu-
rated - 1g, Fiber - 3g, Protein - 1g, Sat fat - 1g,

Sodium - 180mg, Cholesterol - 5mg, Vitamin C - 6mg,
Calcium - 30% DV

For further information you may contact: Erin Adams,
RD, LD, Choctaw Nation Diabetes Wellness Center 800-
349-7026 ext.: 6959.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION

ANTLERS
Market open weekdays Jan. 3-26 , except for:
Jan. 4 : [dabel 9-11 a.m.; Broken Bow 12-2 p.m. (market closed)
Jan. 11: Bethel 9-10:30; Smithville 12-2 (market closed)
Closed Jan. 27-31 for inventory
Cooking with Carmen: Jan. 9 & 20, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

DURANT
Market open weekdays: Jan. 3-26, except for:
Closed Jan. 27-31 for inventory
Cooking with Carmen: Jan. 3 & 13, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

McALESTER
Market open weekdays Jan. 3-26, except for:
Closed Jan. 27-31 for inventory
Cooking with Carmen: Jan. 11 & 16, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

POTEAU
Market open weekdays Jan. 3-26, except for:
Closed Jan. 27-31 for inventory.
Cooking with Carmen: Jan. 5 & 18, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

CHOCTAW NATION FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Open 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday thru Friday. Staff
will take lunch from 11:30 to 12 noon.
WAREHOUSES & MARKETS
Antlers: 306 S.W. “O” St., 580-298-6443
Durant: 100 1/2 Waldron Dr., 580-924-7773
McAlester: 1212 S. Main St., 918-420-5716
Poteau: 100 Kerr, 918-649-0431
FOOD DISTRIBUTION SITES

Bethel: Choctaw Community Building
Broken Bow: Choctaw Family Investment Center
Idabel: Choctaw Community Center
Smithville: Choctaw Community Center
Stigler: Choctaw Community Center

In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agri-
culture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, po-
litical beliefs, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Healthy Holidays:

How to avoid weight gain

As the sights, sounds and
smells of the holiday season

arrive, food is at the center of
many family gatherings. Be-
tween big family meals and
holiday treats throughout the
day, staying healthy can be a
challenge.

Here are some healthy
ways to enjoy the holidays
without packing on pounds:

e Follow MyPlate — When
it comes to mealtimes, follow
MyPlate. The new MyPlate
is a visual guideline for meal
portions.

* Be realistic about holiday
eating — Do not set a weight
loss goal during the holidays
because it is the hardest time
of the year to lose weight.

e Plan ahead for holiday
parties — Eat breakfast or a
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healthy snack before arriv-
ing at a holiday party. Going
hungry might cause you to eat
more than you need.

e Say “No thanks” to left-
overs — Eliminating the temp-
tation to eat leftovers is an im-
portant step to stay as healthy
as possible during the holidays.

Many holiday memories
stem from family time togeth-
er. By keeping your families
active and healthy there will
be many more holiday memo-
ries to cherish.

Remember, Family time
creates happy, healthy memo-
ries that last a lifetime!

NURSERY

Olivia Lavan

Olivia Mikell Lavan was born
at 1:16 p.m. on Oct. 16, 2011. She
weighed 9 pounds and 13 ounces
and measured 21 inches. Joe,
Heidi and big sister Ava are over-
whelmed with joy.

Maria Carpio

David and Samantha Carpio
from Oklahoma City welcome Ma-
ria Eufemia Carpio. She was born
on March 16, 2011. Great-grand-
parents are McDonald and Naomi
Johnson, as well as Jesus and Ber-
tha Carpio. Grandparents are Delva and Ruben Laquna.

Allee Rolen

Allee Redsky Rolen was born on Sept.
12, 2011, at the Chickasaw Medical Cen-
ter in Ada. Allee weighed 8 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 18.5 inches long. Her
proud parents are T.J. and Kathie Rolen of
Fittstown. She is the granddaughter of the
late Albert Wallace of Ada, as well as Elaine Wallace and Chris
Richter of Ada.

She is also the granddaughter of Trese Little of Francis and
Terry Sr. Rolen of Fittstown. Those welcoming her home were
her brother, Chase Rolen of Fittstown; uncle Cebrane and aunt
Becky Wallace; uncle Vincent Wallace; uncle Randall Boha-
non; cousins, Krischelle Wallace, Mackenzey Wallace, Felicia
Trent and Gary Trent Jr., all of Ada; along with many more
family members.

Allen Battiest

Allen Battiest is the name chosen by Walker and Jamie Batti-
est for their son born on Nov.2, 2011. Allen weighed 9 pounds
and 7 ounces, and measured 20 inches long. He joins sisters
Kathleen, Madeline, Vivian and brother, Carson in the family.
Paternal grandparents are Debbie Battiest and the late Allen
Battiest. Maternal grandparents are Ronald and Veta Howard,
from Duncan. Great-grandmother Flora Howard is from Dun-
can as well.

Ella Grace

Congratulations to Aaron and Les-
lie Folsum of Moore. A baby girl, Ella
Grace, was born on March 24, 2011.
She weighed 7 pounds and 5 ounces.
She has a big sister, Makayla, and her
grandparents are Belinda Darnell and
Jim Nash and Richard and Wilda Fol-
sum.
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Aubree Knight

The Burns-Knight families wel-

come Aubree Ann Marie Knight, !" .
born April 21, 2011, in Poteau. She ] A
weighed 7 pounds and 13 ounces. She —_—

is the daughter of John and Tereasa
Knight of Cameron. Aubree’s great-
great-grandfather was original Choc-
taw enrollee Henry Franklin Burns of LeFlore. Great-grand-
parents include the late Vernon Burns of LeFlore, Ora Burns
of Wister, the late Junior and Alene Knight of Summerfield.
Grandparents are Willis and Mary (Burns) Knight of Wister,
and Je and Beverly Wilson of Cameron. A host of family and
friends also share in welcoming Aubree to the world.

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
Head Start Center receives grant
to enhance outdoor play

Head Start Body Start National Center for Physical Develop-
ment and Outdoor Play today announced Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma Head Start as one of 394 recipients of a $5,000 grant
to improve the outdoor play space at the Wright City Head
Start Center in Wright City. The Head Start Center can pur-
chase value added packages from one of 27 elite vendors who
were selected by a team of evaluators for the packages’ devel-
opmental appropriateness, safety and both play and monetary
value. The National Center was created through a federal grant
to the National Association for Sport and Physical Education
(NASPE) and the American Association for Physical Activity
and Recreation (AAPAR) from the Office of Head Start.

According to Head Start Director Rebecca Hawkins, “We
appreciate Head Start Body Start for helping us evaluate our
play spaces and educate our children and their families about
the value of physical activity and playing outdoors, in particu-
lar. This grant will enable our Head Start to enhance our out-
door playground at the Wright City Center.”

_findloutwiraisuging
withthelCoctawlNatiom

Like us on facebook to: learn about current events - view photes -
share information - read news articlees - keep up-to-ate

http://www.facebook.com/choctawnationofoklahoma

Choctaw Nation WIC - inc?
Want to Quit Smoking?
4 . WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN
N Are you....
ITE PHONE HOURS DAY \
Antlers 580-298-3161 8:30-4:00 Every Tuesday o .
Atoka 580-889-5825 8:00-4:30 Every Mon., Wed., Thurs. & = *Native American
Bethel 580-241-5458 8:30-4:00 Ilzlri.T d ALL NATIONS 18 ld ld
ethe -241- :30-4: st Tuesday o r r r
Boswell 580-380-5264 8:30-4:00 Every Friday BREATH OF LIFE yea SO or o ¢
Broken Bow 580-584-2746 8:00-4:30 Daily, except 1st Tues. & 2nd OKLAHOMA TOBACCO N
Thurs. O I z‘ RESEARCH CENTER *Smoke ClgaretteS?
Coalgate 580-927-3641 8:00-4:30 Every Wednesday s Gt e
Durant 580-924-8280 x 2257 8:00-4:30 Daily
Hugo 580-326-5404 8:00-4:30 Daily
You can quit smoking through a FREE research program for Native people that
Idabel 580-286-2510 8:00-4:30 Mon., Thurs. & Fri. respects the sacred nature of tobacco.
McAlester 918-423-6335 8:00-4:30 Daily All group sessions held in McAlester, Atoka, and Hugo
Poteau 918-647-4585 8:00-4:30 Daily
Smithville 580-244-3289 8:30-4:00 2nd Thursday
Spiro 918-962-3832 8:00-4:30 Every Wednesday - Friday a - - - eXt,
Stigler 918-967-4211 8:30-4:00 Every Monday - Wednesday IRBH 15044
Talihina 918-567-7000 x 6792 8:00-4:30 Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri.
Wilburton 918-465-5641 8:30-4:00 Every Thursday




for them,” Assistant Chief
Gary Batton said. “T think
about Brenda and I see this
lady who was so full of
energy. She was beautiful
and elegant in a southern
sort of way meaning that
if you messed with her val-
ues she was ready to drop
all of those things and go to
battle if need be.

“She had an unbeliev-
able work ethic. Brenda
helped the Choctaw Na-
tion grow to over 200,000
proud Choctaws all around
the world. I will miss that
spry and spunky lady I
knew as my friend and
colleague. She always re-
minded me to be thank-
ful for all of the things the
good Lord has given and
to make sure and give Him
the thanks and praises he
deserves.

“The Choctaw Nation
has truly lost a friend and
a warrior.”

Brenda is survived by:
husband Gene of the home
in Durant; sons, Ronnie
with wife Courtney of Du-
rant and Scott Hampton
with wife Ashley of Calera;
grandchildren, Elizabeth
Tyburski with husband Joe
of Sumter, S.C., Brittany
Hampton, Hailee Hamp-
ton, Rylie Jo Hampton,
Preslee  Hampton, Lydia
Parson and Will Brister,
all of Durant; sister, Char-
lene England with husband
Barney of Denison, Texas;
brothers, Barney Potts of
Durant, Bobby Lilley of
Colorado Springs, Colo.,
and Frankie Lilley with
wife, Barbara of Caddo;
sisters, Nancy Lilley Ever-
sole of Cushing and Cathy
Lilley Stanfield with hus-
band Stewart of Cushing.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Wil-
liam “Peewee” and Margie
Lilley, and brother Charles
Lilley.

HAMPTON

Continued from Page 1

Choctaw Nation opened a
window of opportunities to
assist others. She was also
always one to do whatever
she could to help those who
had exhausted all avenues
trying to prove their Indian
ancestry, especially in the
cases of adoptions. She
loved to travel the United
States helping Choctaws all
over the nation.

She was adamant about
the right to vote and how
it is a privilege. Brenda’s
position at Choctaw Na-
tion involved her in several
election processes and she
always stressed how im-
portant it was to vote not
only in tribal, but also local,
state and federal elections.
She worked with the U.S.
Census, aiding Choctaws in
signing the forms correctly
so that tribal members were
accurately counted.

When she wasn’t at
work, Brenda loved driv-
ing around Durant looking
at the city grow and remi-
niscing about the early
years growing up in Du-
rant. She loved spending
time with her granddaugh-
ters and showed her family
how much she loved them
and taught them how to
love.

She loved the employees
in her office and wrote the
definition of loyalty. Brenda
touched many lives and will
always be remembered.

“Brenda Hampton was
a dear friend of mine that
I admired from the time I
came to work for the tribe
back in 1987. She portrayed
a great leadership style of
serving from the heart that
I have tried to duplicate.
She was the type of person
who knew what her values
were and she stood strong

Softball Tournament held in Broken Bow

A softball tournament ben-
efiting the Tina Willis Memorial
Scholarship was held Oct. 29 at
the Choctaw fields in Broken
Bow. The Choctaw Nation Out-
reach Services Division hosted
the tournament and had 12
teams competing. All proceeds
from the concession stand and
tournament benefit the scholar-
ship fund.

The Tina Willis Memorial
Scholarship is a $500 scholar-
ship to be awarded to a Choc-
taw student living in the 10-1/2
counties who is entering or re-

turning to college for a degree in criminal justice or social work.

The staff of Outreach Services would like to thank everyone who
participated in and donated to this first tournament. They would like to
especially thank Tina’s family for all that they did to help on the day

BISKINIK | December 2011 | Page 5

First Tina Willis Memorial Scholarship

of the tournament, along with umpires Chris Baker and Jason Baker.

They also express their thanks to all the Outreach staff who assisted,
Councilman Tony Messenger, and others that helped to make this first
tournament a huge success. They plan to make the tournament an an-

nual event.

Not pictured is the runner-up team, the Noah family from Oak

Hill.

Pl
Photo provided

Winners of the Tina Willis Memorial Softball
Tournament Homerun Derby, Tiffany Clay-Lindly
and Randall Clay, are pictured with Kerstan Wil-

lis. Kerstan was injured in a car wreck in July and

to her.

the monies raised from the Homerun Derby went

Photo provided

The championship team from the tournament, “Winship Dynasty,” included, back row from left, Sonny Winship, Mi-
chael Clay, Dave Lindly, Cade Clay, Allen Clay, Randy Hammons and Randall Clay; front row from left, Becky Winship,
Connie Winship-Courtwright, Alex Clay, Tiffany Clay-Lindly and Donna Winship-Courtwright.

GIVING

Continued from Page 1

local grocery stores. Outreach Services employees went
shopping for and made deliveries to those who were home
bound and unable to pick up their food.

Those receiving a Thanksgiving voucher were automati-
cally qualified for the Christmas vouchers.

Also, through the Needy Christmas Program Chief Grego-
ry E. Pyle and Assistant Chief Gary Batton will give gifts to
nearly 3,000 Choctaw children this year. The program, paid
for all with tribal dollars, serves children ages birth to 16
years from needy Choctaw families within the 10-1/2 coun-
ties. To be on the list for these gifts, an application, which
included income guidelines, was required to be filled out by
a parent of the child (or children). The Tribal Events depart-
ment purchased the gifts which were then collected by a rep-
resentative from each community center and then distributed
to the families in their respective areas.

In the spirit of giving, Outreach Services’ Victim’s Assis-
tance/Elder Advocacy Program held its “Elder Angel” gift
drive amongst the tribal employees for the eighth year. Items
given to the seniors were often modest and included things
such as gloves, slippers, clothing items and scarves. This
gift-giving drive guaranteed presents for 240 Choctaw se-
niors throughout the tribe, 20 from each district, who might
not otherwise have received anything for the holidays.

“Many of them (the seniors) don’t have family or don’t
get out of their houses much. They are always happy to re-
ceive a gift,” said Vicki Perez, deputy director of the pro-
gram. “They are excited that someone remembered them on
Christmas and we really enjoy doing it.”

Outreach Services also had the “Youth Outreach Angels”
gift drive, which provided more than 80 youth in the program
with a gift this year. The employee-driven drive provides
gifts for the youth who exhibit some kind of hardship and
range from Head Start students up to seniors in high school.

Gifts were also purchased for the “Jones Academy An-
gels” by many Choctaw employees to make certain the stu-
dents at the school had a present to open up for Christmas.
Ranging from first to 12th grades, 167 students made first
and second choice requests for gift-givers to choose from,
with a $30 limit, to ensure the youngsters received some-
thing that they really wanted.

“We’ve had the best turnout this year,” said Higher Educa-
tion Scholarship Officer Freda Scott, speaking on employee
involvement.

After all the gifts are purchased and wrapped, they are
given to the students by Santa Claus at Jones Academy’s an-
nual Christmas party.

Additionally, Choctaw Nation Indian Child Welfare (ICW)
holds a toy drive every Christmas in order to give the foster
and adopted children in its program a toy for Christmas. In
addition to donations from an employee toy drive, all toys
and monetary donations received from the Health Promotion
department’s Jingle Bell Run are donated to the program.
On Dec. 17, ICW will host a Christmas party for all the 195
foster care and adopted children in the program and Santa
Claus will be there to hand out the gifts.

“We do this to make sure our kids have a toy for Christ-
mas,” says Lari Ann Brister, director of ICW and Adoption/
Foster care programs. “Some might be one of 10 children
in a household and may not have much of a Christmas oth-
erwise, but this way they will be getting a toy from Santa.”

AWARD

Continued from Page 1

ability to recycle large
amounts of paper, plastics,
cardboard, and even electron-
ics. It is now able to process
styrofoam, making it one of
only two known facilities in
the state with that capability.

The recycling facility came
about by efforts from the Go-
ing Green Team, who was
inspired to help the environ-
ment on a larger scale. They
teamed up with the Grants
Department, and in 2009
were awarded an Energy
Efficiency and Conserva-
tion Block Grant (EECBG),
which pays for the facility as
well as many other recycling
activities and events.

This recycling initiative
employs five personnel; three
driver/collectors, Terry Gar-
ner, Chris Stover and Justin
Tillery; one administrative
assistant, Tamera Couch, who
also does occasional driving
and collecting; and coordina-
tor, Cyndi Houser.

The drivers/collectors du-
ties are to travel across the
10.5 counties of the Choctaw
Nation to replace the recepta-
cles, called “roll offs.” When
one gets full, they will be
called and take an empty one
to replace it, and in turn, take
the full roll off back to the fa-

cility where the contents are
emptied and sorted. The facil-
ity sees about 1.5 full rolloffs
each day on average.

Once the material is sort-
ed, it is placed in one of two
bailers and compacted into
squares, each weighing any-
where from 700 pounds to
just a little over a half ton,
stacked on pallets and made
ready to be transported to
other facilities that purchase
them and use the material
to make other usable prod-
ucts.

Horst explains that much
of the paper products will be
shipped to paper mills and
reformed into a downgraded
version of its original state.
She went on to say that once
a paper product goes through
this process, it loses some of
its durability, and thus can-
not be reformed back into the
same object, but is still valu-
able in other forms.

Getting the most out of a
resource is a top priority be-
cause what is reused not only
subtracts from waste, but also
offsets the usage of new re-
sources, therefore postponing
the need to gather fresh sup-
ply.

The environment is not the
only beneficiary of these ac-
tions; the bottom line is also
reaping the benefits as well.
Horst makes mention that
businesses, namely the Ca-
sino and Resort in Durant,
save money on their trash bill

by recycling a large portion of
their waste. Since the volume
of disposed matter is subtract-
ed from the dumpsters at no
cost, it leaves more room for
non-recyclable materials.

Horst, who is responsible
for communicating with city
governments and other enti-
ties, as well as grant regula-
tion and personnel, is making
a strong effort to encourage
this type of relationship with
businesses and recycling.

She has used her knowl-
edge to help the cities of Wil-
burton and McAlester begin
a similar program, and also
has teamed up with the City
of Durant to maximize the
amount of recycling in the
area.

Over time, she hopes to
have many more roll offs at
various Choctaw locations
and she is also pushing for
other businesses to join the
effort as well. “If they have
a place where they can keep
it [recyclables] separate from
the trash dumpster, we can go
around once or twice a week
and pick up their cardboard or
shredded paper,” said Horst
as she spoke of the mutually
beneficial relationship be-
tween business and recycling.

The practices and facility
that won the recent awards
are fairly new and only in
the first stages. At the current
time, Durant is the only hub
of the operation and where
most of the action takes place,

but it is the hope of the staff
that this initiative spreads to
other locations across Choc-
taw Nation.

In the short time between
March and June, the number
of roll offs have increased
from three to 26, and numer-
ous new and creative ways
have been employed to help
recycle since 2009.

Crayon recycling is a prime
example of the innovation to
this endeavor. At Choctaw
head starts, large cylinders
have been decorated like gi-
ant crayons and used as re-
ceptacles for which children
dispose used crayons. These
small pieces are then used to
create new crayons without
using fresh resources.

The recycling crew has also
teamed up with the Choctaw
Nation Outreach Program to
help with annual toy and coat
drives, which help usable
items stay in homes and out
of landfills.

The recognition for the
many efforts CNO is making,
along with the recent awards
is just a sidebar to the real
results of the actions. The en-
vironment that the people of
the Choctaw Nation care so
deeply for is being preserved
and protected through this
initiative. The Choctaw Na-
tion is, and plans to continue
“Making Southeastern Okla-
homa cleaner and greener,”
the motto of the recycling ef-
fort.

DONATION

Tribe makes $1 million donation fo eye institute

Continued from Page 1

and fellowship training programs at the Institute, which are af-
filiated with the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine’s
Department of Ophthalmology, are highly competitive and at-
tract top candidates from throughout the country.

About Dean McGee Eye Institute

The Dean McGee Eye Institute is one of the largest and most
respected eye institutes in the United States and houses the De-
partment of Ophthalmology for the University of Oklahoma
College of Medicine. Its research and training programs are
among the most highly regarded in the country. More than half
of the Institute’s ophthalmologists are listed in The Best Doctors
in America; its Director of Vision Research is a Past President
of the International Society for Eye Research; two members of

the faculty are recent or current directors of the American Board
of Ophthalmology; two serve on the Board of Trustees of the
American Academy of Ophthalmology; and one recently served
as president of the American Glaucoma Society.

About Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

The Choctaw Nation is the third largest tribe in the United
States, governed under the leadership of Chief Gregory E. Pyle
since 1997. Under the constitution of 1983, the Choctaw Nation
of Oklahoma is a three-branch government — legislative, judi-
cial and executive. Making up the 10.5 counties of the southeast
corner of the state, the Capitol of the tribe is at Tushka Homma,
located in Pushmataha County, where the tribal council makes
legislative decisions and the judicial branch holds court.

The administrative headquarters are in Durant (Bryan Coun-
ty), and 17 community centers scattered in the various coun-
ties house field offices for the many programs and services so
that the tribal members are served with convenience. A new
hospital and clinics have been constructed over the past several
years, and 5,000 new jobs have been created since 1997 through
economic and program development.
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PEOPLE YOU KNOW

Hallcom sisters receive
Christian Character Award

Hannah, Haley and Heather Hallcom received the Christian
Character Award from West End Christian School, chosen by
the faculty. Hannah received the award in 2007, Haley in 2009
and Heather in 2010 and 2011.

The girls are the daughters of David Hallcom and the step-
daughters of Debby Hallcom. They are the grandchildren of the
Rev. Jim and Bonnie Hallcom of Hopewell, Va.

Hannah graduated from South Carolina School of Leader-
ship in 2010. Haley graduated in 2011 from the same school
and Heather will enter the school in August. Haley is going to
California to study at the extension of Southeastern College,
Assembly of God. Hannah and Heather are employed at West
End Day Care.

Upon graduation from West End, Hannah was recognized as
the student with the highest GPA. She is leading a youth group
in her church in Chester, Va.

Maggie selected for
All-State softball team

Maggie McBrayer was selected
to the Large West All-State soft-
ball team for the 2011 season.
She attended Tishomingo High
School until her junior year and at-
tended Altus High School her last
two years of high school. She is a
proud tribal member of the Choc-
taw Nation. She is the daughter of
Michael and Kara McBrayer of Altus and the granddaughter
of Roy and Cheryl Fogleman of Tishomingo, Terry Tipton of
Durant and Jim McBrayer of Tushka.

The All-State game will be played at the University of Okla-
homa softball field in June. Maggie plans to attend and play
softball at Western Oklahoma State College in Altus.

Happy birthday, Tyrone

Happy birthday wishes go out
to Tyrone Wallace of Idabel. He
turned 19 years old on Nov. 21.
His mother is Priscilla Wallace
and Whitney, his big ATM sister.
Grandparents are Truman and Ber-
tha Jefferson of Idabel, and he is
the brother of Brock.

Happy birthday, girls

Happy belated birthday wishes to Krischelle, Mackenzy Wal-
lace and Marissa Trent on Sept. 25, Oct. 8 and Sept. 22. Also
happy birthday to Kathie Rolen on Oct. 1 and Becky Wallace
on Oct. 8. Krischelle and Mackenzy are the granddaughters of
Elaine Wallace, Marissa is her great-niece, Kathie is her daugh-
ter and Becky is her daughter-in-law. Happy birthday, girls.

Mohammad named

Eagle Scout

Congratulations to Mo-
hammad K. Al-Khalili, 12
years old, who received his
Eagle Scout Rank in the Boy
Scouts of America on Oct.
18. He is a member of Troop
924 and completed his Eagle
Project on June 25, 2011.

For his Eagle Project,
Mohammad led a project
that involved repainting the
fire lane curbs at Gravely Elementary School in Haymarket,
Va. The project also included refreshing the mulch around the
school, pulling weeds and planting bushes and flowers.

Mohammad is the youngest Eagle Scout in Troop 924 and
possibly the nation. His next goal will be helping the other
scouts in his troop advance and provide leadership and guid-
ance to the younger scouts. He is currently a Den Chief for
his younger brother’s Tiger Den as well as a patrol leader and
Webmaster in his troop. He is a member of the Order of the
Arrow and holds the position of Vice Area Chief. Mohammad
is also involved in sports. He plays lacrosse, football and wres-
tles. He received all A’s in his core subjects in school.

Happy birthday,

Jackson

Happy birthday to Jackson
Alexander Whitworth, who
turned 1 year old on Nov. 1.
Lots of family and friends
were present when Jackson
dove into his cake with both
hands. At first he wasn’t quite
sure what to do with the bright

blue frosting but quickly fig-
ured it out and had a great time smearing cake everywhere.
Jackson’s parents are Jeremy Whitworth and Jennifer Adams.
His paternal grandparents are Gerald and Pamela Whitworth
of Glenpool. His maternal grandparents are James and Teresa
Adams of Broken Arrow. Jackson’s Uncle Ian Whitworth and
Aunt Amanda Adams are also very proud of him.

Happy anniversary

Happy birthday, Hydee

Bill and Judy (Sharp) Freeze of Jacksonville, Texas, will cel-
ebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 1. The couple
were married at the Hillcrest Church of Christ in Oklahoma
City with the groom’s father, E.W. Freeze, officiating. The
bride was given in marriage by her parents, Walter and Bernice
Sharp of Wichita, Kan.

The couple’s children and families include son, William Jr.
and wife Teresa and their children, Aaron, Rachel and Austin
of Haslet, Texas; daughter, Debbie Myers and husband Randy;
and Adell, Ronnie and William of San Antonio will host a cel-
ebration at the family’s residence.

50th anniversary

Ronald and Brenda Mc-
Clelland celebrated their
50th anniversary with trips
to Wilmington, N.C., Ni-
agara Falls and Kentucky.
They were married on Aug.
5, 1961, in Beaumont, Tex-
as. The McClellands have
three sons, Michael, Patrick
and Daniel. Brenda is the
daughter of the late Evelyn
and Vanard Casey and the granddaughter of the late Eliza Ward
Casey, an original enrollee from Spiro.

Birthday girls

Lee and Linda Knight
wish their twin grand-
daughters Cierra and
Kierra Knight a happy
birthday. The girls turned
1 year old on Sept. 25.
They have a sister, Han-
nah, and they celebrated
with family and friends at Ansley Park. Their parents are Ricky
and Stacey Knight.

Happy birthday, Hailey

Lee and Linda Knight wish their great-
granddaughter a happy birthday. Hailey
turned 3 years old on Sept. 12. Her par-
ents are Sha Ward and Tony Clinton. Her
grandparents are Ruth Ward, Donnie and
Jacque Knight of Shawnee and Carmalita.
Great-grandparents are Mary and Lloyd
Ward of Paris, Texas. She also has a sis-
ter, Bethany.

Noah turns 2

Noah Riley Barteau celebrated his second
birthday on Oct. 14 with family and friends.
Noabh is the son of Sara Barteau, grandson of
Cherlyn Packard and great-grandson of Rita
Packard, all of Tulsa.

Canyon is 11

I would like to wish my son,
Canyon Lane Taylor, a happy 11th
birthday on Dec. 20. Canyon will
celebrate his birthday at home with
family and friends. His parents are
Becky Peters and Dwayne Taylor
of Hugo, and his grandparents are
William and Judy Taylor of Soper,
the late Dodson Lamb and Theda
Lamb of Hugo and Betty Shawhart of Fort Towson. Canyon is
in fifth grade at Hugo Elementary. He enjoys playing football,
baseball and spending lots of time with his brothers and sisters.
He has four older sisters and two older brothers. He also has
four nephews and one niece and one on the way.

Bianca turns 7

Celebrate with us the seventh birth-
day of our little princess on Dec. 17,
Bianca Genevieve Fuller. She has
enriched our lives with laughter,
hugs and kisses and questions we
could never be able to answer. We
thank God every day for the light that
shines through those beautiful little
eyes. From her mom Princess, dad
Richard and daddy Brian.

Happy birthday, Kimmie

Kimmie Sue Couch turned 3 on Dec.
4. She is the daughter of Ronnie Jr. and
Natallie Couch of Poteau. Her grand-
parents are Ronny and Wanda Couch,
Ronald Adams and Debbie Nietert and
Rob and Wanda Lawrence, all of Po-
teau. Her great-grandparents are Helen
Adams and the late Fay Berry Adams and Bessie Thurman and
the late Fred Thurman.

Look who’s 1

We would like to wish Terrin
Phillip Steed a happy belated first
birthday. Terrin turned 1 year old on
Sept. 13. He celebrated with friends
and family at his home. His parents
are Matt and Tahasha Steed and
his brother is Cayden Hostletler of
Hugo. His grandparents are Marc and Mary Payne of Paris and
Nona Alonna Steed of Del City and his Grams is Becky Pe-
ters of Hugo. Terrin also has several cousins, aunts and uncles.
Happy first birthday, baby boy!

Hydee Ayanna Lyman turned 1 year
old on April 8. The proud mother is
Heather Watson of Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho. Her grandparents are Brian and
Joyce Watson of Coeur d’Alene. Her
great-grandparents are Shirley Watson
of Kellogg, Idaho, and the late Norman Watson. She celebrated
her birthday with several family members and friends who care
for her very much.

Happy birthday,

Ronnie

Ronnie Smith Jr. will
be celebrating his 12th
birthday on April 8. His
family wishes him a very
happy birthday. Ronnie
is the grandson of Evelyn
Johnson and the nephew
of Annett Johnson. He
is the son of Ronnie and Deloures Smith, the little brother of
Danielle Smith of McAlester and the grandson of the late Eulus
Johnson Jr.

Hornbuckle earns silver medal

Jack Hornbuckle (pictured far left) of Poteau won the silver
medal in the Veterans Worlds Freestyle Wrestling Champion-
ships held in Tirana, Albania. The Veteran World Champion-
ships are held by FILA, the governing wrestling body of the In-
ternational Olympic Committee for athletes over 40 years old.

Athletes from 27 different countries competed in the tourna-
ment. This was the fifth time Hornbuckle has competed in the
championships and his third time to medal. He previously won
a silver in Cali, Columbia, and gold in Hradrac Kralove, Czech
Republic. He is proud of his Choctaw heritage and his grand-
father, William Free, was an original enrollee. He is the son of
the late Bill and Louise Hornbuckle.

Look who turned 2

The family of Xanden Lee Ward
would like to wish him a belated sec-
ond birthday wish. Xanden celebrat-
ed his second birthday at home with
family and friends with a Toy Story
theme on Oct. 23. His parents are
Amber and Cody Ward of Valliant.
His grandparents are the late Terry
Ward of Hugo, Mary Payne of Paris and his Grams is Becky
Peters of Hugo. His great-grandmother is Betty Shawhart of
Fort Towson and grandma is Brenda Wyrick of Hugo. His old-
er brother is Drake Stubbs, who is 5 years old, of the home.
Xanden has several cousins, aunts and uncles who care for and
adore him very much. Happy second birthday, sweet baby boy!

Carlie’s Champion Duroc

Congratulations to Carlie Nieto and family of Casa Grande,
Ariz. Carlie and her show pig, Hershey, recently won Cham-
pion Duroc at the 2011 Arizona State Fair. This is her second
year showing livestock.

Congratulations,

Pearl

Pictured is Pearl Swan Melton,
age 17 of Susanville, Calif. Pearl
was crowned Susanville Indian
Ranchera Princess 2011. She is
the daughter of Jerome Melton
of Susanville and the grand-
daughter of Willis Melton of Ta-
lihina. Pearl is of the Maidu and
Choctaw tribes.

Happy birthday, Bailey

Bailey Reid Thorne turned 6 years old
on Nov. 29. He celebrated with family.
Bailey played T-ball and is a kindergart-
ner at Butterfield Elementary in Tucson,
Ariz. His grandparents are Gene and La-
Homa Murphy Crauthers of Oklahoma
City. He is the great-grandson of the late
Bill and Ella Murphy of Idabel.




LEE PELL MEASHINTUBBY

Former Jones
student perseveres

The Jones Academy Scholarship Foun-
dation is presently providing funding for
23 former students who are attending in-
stitutions of higher learning. One of those
students is Lee Pell Meashintubby who
graduated from Hartshorne High School
in 2003. Lee is a wife, mother of three,
and works part-time for Kibois Commu-
nity Action Inc., where she often works up
to 30 hours a week. Lee is also enrolled in
the rigorous nursing program at Eastern
Oklahoma State College in Wilburton.
She will complete her first semester next
month. Lee was on the Dean’s honor roll
for the fall 2010 and spring 2011 semester
before she was accepted into the nursing
program this year. In spite of the numer-
ous challenges, Lee has persevered in her
quest for an education. She is an example
to all present-day and former Jones Acad-
emy students. She embodies the Choctaw,
Jones Academy and Hartshorne Miner
spirit that follows the call to “Never Give
Up!” Lee has expressed enthusiasm for her
future and loves her classes, regardless of
her demanding schedule.
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Jones Academy eighth-graders attend college conference

Six hundred eighth grade students from the McAlester area
attended the Fifth Annual Career and College Tour on Nov. 8.
The event was sponsored by Eastern Oklahoma State College,
Kiamichi Technology Centers, the City of McAlester, McAlI-
ester Regional Health Center and the Choctaw Nation. Sev-
eral Jones Academy students participated in the fair and found
valuable resources to aid them in the future. The program fea-
tured about 50 vendors from college departments and local in-
dustries which offered career choices for students. The main
activity included a “life game” and a presentation by motiva-
tional speaker Jim Franks. During the life game activity, the
students learned the practical lessons of managing household
budgets and living expenses. Mr. Franks addressed the crowd
about the importance of making good decisions early in life.
He encouraged the audience to prepare themselves early for
future success and avoid at-risk behaviors. David Sanchez, the

Jones Academy sponsor, observed t