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Tribal Council
holds regular
session

The Choctaw Nation
Tribal Council met in
regular session March
12 at Tvshka Homma.
Committees from
the following depart-
ments reported: Real
Property Management,
Hugo Health Clinic,

Idabel Travel Plaza, Food

From the Earth to the Sky: New Headquarters,
Regional Clinic Signal Progress for Nation

By CHARLES CLARK
Choctaw Nation

A much-anticipated
event today gave a glimpse
into the future of the Choc-
taw Nation. The topping
out ceremony for the Re-

the two new facilities, he

said, “Soon Choctaw mem-

bers will not have to travel

so far for their services.”
Tribal Councilman

Joe Coley led an open-

ing prayer followed by

Distribution, Historic
Preservation, Cemetery
Crew, and Casino Too in
Antlers.

Approve the Family
Violence Prevention
Grant proposal
Application for the
Tribal Maternal, In-
fant, and Early Child-
hood Home Visiting
Program

Application for the
Native American
Library Services Basic
Grant

Application for the
Distance Learning
and Telemedicine
Grant Program
Application for the
Year Two Continu-
ation for the 2015
Replicating Evidence-
Based Teen Preg-
nancy Prevention
Program Grant
Funds and budget for
the Indian Communi-
ty Development Block
Grant-Antlers Elder
Housing, Broken
Bow Elder Housing,
and Coalgate Elder
Housing

Sewer line easement
on Choctaw Tribal
Fee land to be dedi-
cated to the City of
McAlester, Pittsburg
County, Oklahoma
Approve a limited
waiver to sovereign
immunity, commu-
nity center and Head
Start/Preschool facili-
ties in Hugo, Bethel,
and Atoka

gional Medical Clinic and
ground breaking ceremony
for the Tribal Headquarters
campus were held at 10
a.m. March 29, in Durant.
Assistant Chief Jack Aus-
tin Jr. welcomed the crowd
of nearly 300 people who
witnessed the event.

“It is an historic day for
the tribe,” he said before
introducing Chief Gary
Batton.

“This is a blessed day for

introduction of the Tribal
Council and other leaders,
local officials, and other
dignitaries.

Teresa Jackson, Senior
Executive Officer of Health
Services, offered a history
of the topping out ceremo-
ny then invited guests to
sign the final steel beam.

With a resounding “Raise
the beam, please!” by Chief
Batton, the beam was
raised high overhead by a

(Above) Various tribal and local dignitaries
took part in the topping off ceremony for the
Regional Medical Clinic on March 29.

For detailed meeting
information on these
resolutions and council
bills, go to http://www.
choctawnation.com/gov-
ernment/tribal-council-
bills/2016-council-bills.

Tribal Council meets
at 10 a.m. on the second
Saturday of each month
in the Council Chambers

at Tvshka Homma.
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the Choctaw Nation,” said

Chief Batton. Because of frame.

crane and set atop the steel

After the topping off (including WIC, Pediat-
ceremony for the clinic, rics, Geriatrics, Podia-
the ground breaking for try and Specialty Care),
the headquarters was an- Employee Health,
nounced. Tribal and other Rehabilitation Services,
civic leaders traveled a few Outpatient Surgery,

Dental Care, Audiology,
Eye Care, Pharmacy
services, Lab and Radi-
ology services, Behav-
ioral Health, Education
and meeting facilities,
and a Wellness Center.
Administration func-

yards east of the clinic site,

took ceremonial shovels in

hand, and turned the earth,
completing the ceremony.

Both facilities are located
north of the Choctaw Com-
munity Center.

Choctaw Nation Regional .

Assistant Chief Jack Austin Jr., District 9 Councilman Ted
Dosh, and Chief Gary Batton turn dirt at the future site of
the Choctaw Nation Tribal Headquarters. The Tribal Head-

quarters is set to be completed in 2017.

Photos by Deidre Elrod

Medical Clinic Facts: tions include WIC,
e The Choctaw Nation Public Relations, Public
Durant Regional Medi- Health Nutrition,

cal Clinic is a 20-acre,
campus-style develop-
ment, which includes
three buildings totaling
174,000 square feet.
The three buildings in-
clude the Clinic, Health

Healthy Aging, Rapid
Results, Education and
meeting facilities and
CNHSA Administra-
tion offices. Estimated
completion date is
January 2017.

(Left) Assistant Chief Jack Austin Jr. and Coun-
cilman Ted Dosh look on as Chief Gary Batton
signs the beam used in the ceremony.

Headquarters will

be a 500,000-square
foot facility and will
consolidate more than
30 Choctaw Nation
offices that are now

at multiple locations
in Durant. It will also
have outdoor archi-
tecture featuring two
ponds and a walking
track.

The building also will
showcase culturally
significant artwork and
symbolism.

In addition to the main
building, the campus
will be home to a Data
Center, Conference
Center with Cafete-
ria, Wellness Center,
Public Safety, Fa-
cilities Maintenance,
Construction, and a

Administration, and
Facilities Maintenance.
The Clinic functions
include Primary Care .

Choctaw Nation Tribal
Headquarters Campus
Facts:

The new Tribal

If Disaster Strikes, Who Will You Call?

By CHARLES CLARK
Choctaw Nation

=

Photo by Charles Clark
Jeff Hansen, Emergency Manager

for the Choctaw Nation, arrives at

the department’s new offices at 3008
University Blvd., Durant.

When Jeff Hansen sends out an
email, people tend to read a little more
closely.

Hansen is the Emergency Manager
for the Choctaw Nation. The tribal
member from Madill was a fire-
fighter for a decade. While Hansen
could have continued in the U.S. Air
Force, he left because he “wanted to
help people” and “give back to my
tribe.” He and his wife, a fourth grade
teacher, have two children.

Maintaining his own preparation,
Hansen received his Emergency Man-
ager Certification at the International
Association of Emergency Managers
Conference this winter in Las Vegas.
The recognition makes him the only
Tribal Emergency Manager in the

State of Oklahoma to hold the CEM.
This year Hansen launched a new
individual assistance program offering
$30,000 in housing loans and grants.

The Choctaws are now the first tribe
to have such a program, modeled after
what FEMA does.

Another important and potentially
life-saving project in development is a
Choctaw Nation Alert System, featur-
ing weather warnings by cell phone,
text, and email.

“It will be focused on the 10 1/2
counties of this area,” Hansen said.
Select Choctaw Nation employees
“will go live” with it on May 1, 2016.
He hopes to have it fully tested and
available for tribal members by this
year’s Labor Day Festival.

With a staff of two, including him-
self, his office has the daunting task of
safety from natural disasters for the 10
1/2-county service area.

“Our office also utilizes a volun-
teer committee made up of Choctaw
Nation employees from Health,
Facilities, Housing, and more,” said
Hansen.

The committee comes together for
regular meetings, with the purpose
of being prepared to draw upon their
various departments if needed when a
disaster strikes.

“There’s a lot of pre-planning to find
out what our strengths and needs are,”
Hansen said.

Pre-planning is a big part of the EM
mission, but so is gathering data after

the fact for reports.

In November 2015, Hansen said,
“We are still collecting information
from the severe flooding that hit the
hospital in Talihina last May.”

By December, another flood set a di-
saster record for his office to deal with,
impacting 4,256 individuals.

From all the data in those reports,
Hansen’s office can better coordinate
the various facets of the next response,
including having plenty of clean water
available, knowing what facility to
secure for those needing shelter, and
completing forms for reimbursement
from FEMA. Even with all that, Han-
sen knows there is a good chance for a
surprise.

“It varies from year to year,” he
said. “But we can count on there being
three or four events.”

An event could be a tornado, flood-
ing, drought, or an ice storm.

Emergency Management recently
made a move to new offices at 3008
University Blvd., Suite 126, in north-
west Durant. Other Choctaw Nation
programs that work closely with
Emergency Management also made
the move, including Risk Manage-
ment, Property & Casualty Insurance,
Safety Management, and Workers
Injury.

Two years from now, they expect
to move their Emergency Operations
Center into the Data Center that will
be part of the new administration
complex.

765-space parking
garage. It is expected
to be complete by the
end of 2017.

TEARS
J2016

The Trail of Tears Com-
memorative Walk will be
held this year at Tvshka
Homma on Saturday, May
21, beginning at 10 a.m.
The annual Walk is held to
honor and recognize the
Choctaws forced to march
from their ancient home-
lands to Indian Territory
nearly two centuries ago.

The Choctaw Nation
Color Guard will lead the
Walk. Chief Gary Batton
will follow with Assistant
Chief Jack Austin Jr., the
Tribal Council, and Choc-
taw royalty along with the
hundreds of Choctaws and
friends who will make the
walk.

Activities will include gos-
pel singing in the traditional
Choctaw style and Chahta
Anumpa language, cultural
demonstrations, basket
weaving, beading, pottery,
and Choctaw social dancers.

Lunch will be served in
the cafeteria and shuttle
buses will be available be-
tween parking sites and the
Capitol.
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FaitheFamilyeCulture

A Celebration of Life,
An Affirmation of Faith

The Easter celebration at Tvshka Homma was held on
a beautiful Saturday in March. It was a true celebration
of faith, family and culture with an inspirational message
by Employee Chaplain Olin Williams. We celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus, “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—
John 3:16.

It is also about families spending time together. Moms,
dads, children, grandparents—they all gathered on the
Capitol grounds for the celebration and to enjoy lunch, fellowship, listen to gospel music,
hunt eggs and play stickball. It meant so much to me to see them together for the day.
The staff who worked for months in preparation did an outstanding job. Yakoke!

—— Events such as the Eas-
ter celebration, wild onion
dinners, cultural meetings,
| the commemorative Trail of
Tears Walk and the Labor
Day Festival all provide the
opportunity for Choctaw
families to get together. They
aren’t just events, they are
celebrations of life and the
=~ culture of the Choctaw Na-
tion.

Our ancestors endured
atrocities we can’t imagine
during the removal to Indian
Territory. They started a new
life and began building for
the future—homes, churches,
schools and businesses.

They weren’t just thinking of actual framed buildings, they were thinking of the values
taught within the walls—faith, honor, respect, integrity—and together they could build a
foundation that would withstand the many challenges of life. Today, the Choctaw Nation
is continuing to build on that foundation for a sustainability that promotes growth and
success of all tribal members.

Photo by Ronni Pierce

Arabella Gubanov enjoys the holiday festivities in her new
Easter bonnet.

The Future Belongs to
the Youth of the Nation

Spring is here and this year was our grandchild’s first
Easter, a time to start teaching him the true meaning of
Easter and the reason we celebrate. We have thoroughly
enjoyed the family traditions of attending Easter services
together, lunch at church, decorating Easter eggs, and
repeatedly hiding them for the kids.

It’s a busy time of year with many activities scheduled
and planning more for the summer. School will be out
soon and the end-of-year events celebrating our youth
and their accomplishments will be upon us. The annual
Johnson-O’Malley conference, year-end Youth Advisory
Board celebration, and high school or college graduations are just a few to name. It’s a
time to rejoice with our youth over their accomplishments. The air is full of their excite-
ment! As we honor them for their achievements, we urge them to continue to excel and
set the example for future generations.

The Youth Advisory Board is an excellent example of leadership in the making. The
YAB students participate in tribal events and are active in their communities in the
Choctaw Nation. They work together to instill the values of faith, family and culture. In-
dividual groups are teaching Choctaw culture in their schools while others are involved
in Project Falvmmichi, Too Much to Lose, fundraisers, recycling, and other projects
beneficial to all ages. They are holding “A Real Taste of Choctaw” this month and will
end the year with a banquet at Tvshka Homma.

Again this year, the
Choctaw, Chickasaw,
Cherokee, Muscogee-Creek
and Seminole Nations
and the Bureau of Indian
Affairs will honor exem-
plary JOM programs in
Oklahoma. The Choctaw
Nation is currently serving
more than 12,000 students
in JOM. There is a lot of
work involved in becoming
a successful JOM program
and I'm thankful for the
Choctaw Nation staff, the
schools’ staff, and parents
who understand the impor-
tance of the program while
supporting the educational needs of Native American youth.

A good education will give our youth the tools to build a bright and secure future, one
in which they can continue to share the values they have been taught.

Members of the YAB program participate in a Choctaw craft
during the Taste of Choctaw event.

SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY
NIKE N7 YOUTH MOVEMENT FOR CHOCTAW YOUTH

April 16, 2016
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Paul Laird Field

Activities
Choctaw Dancing, stickball,
lacrosse, language activities

218 W. University Blvd. and more.
Durant, OK 74701 Open to all Choctaw youth
Guest Speaker ages 9-12.

Lunch & T-shirt Provided.

James Winchester, Kansas City
Chiefs, Choctaw Member

Contact Jennifer Kemp at (580) 745-3101 to request
assistance due to a disibility. Accomidations cannot be
gauranteed without adequate advance notice.

For more information contact Nicole Billy at

(580) 924-8280 ext. 2717 or email nbilly@se.edu

Sponsors: Chata Foundation, Choctaw Nation Culture
Department, Choctaw Nation Youth Outreach, SE Native
American Student Association, and SE Native American Institute.

If You’re A Choctaw Veteran,
We Want You.

Tell us your story for a video library.
Send your information to the Choctaw
Nation of Oklahoma Veterans Advocacy.
veteransadvocacy@choctawnation.com

Contact Roger Hamill
Deputy Director

(800)522-6170 ext. 2160

.
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It1 Fabussa

We recently answered a
letter from a tribal mem-
ber who was interested
in exactly how a Choctaw
donation made it across the
Atlantic Ocean and into the
hands of those suffering
during the Irish Famine.
This was such a fascinat-
ing story that we thought
other readers might like to
know as well. This month’s
Iti Fabvssa reflects on the
compassionate spirit of our
ancestors and a single act of
empathy.

To begin, the Irish Fam-
ine was not just one year
of hardship, but rather a
series of crop failures, or
potato blight, responsible
for the deaths of over one
million people and the
resulting emigration of over
two million people begin-
ning in 1845 and lasting
to 1855 (Donnelly 2002,
Kinealy 2012). Potato blight
is caused by Phytophthora
Infestan, a fungus that is
extremely hard to treat in
potato and tomato crops
once a field has been
infected because spores lie
dormant in rotted plants
and leaves, seeds, plant
tubers in the ground, and
the soil, even between sea-
sons of planting (Hooker
1986, Uchida 2006). To
make matters worse, once
the spores become air-
borne, the infection quickly

tion, had no food to pur-
chase even with the added
wages. Added pressure to
complete the projects just
aggravated an already dire
situation. International re-

lief was generous, but in the

end, the flood
of imported
grain and
international
charitable
efforts were
simply not
enough to
stop the
spread of
disease and
starvation
that swept the
country.

At this
time, in
Indian Terri-
tory, Choctaw
people were
continuing
to rebuild
their lives
after the forced removal
from our homeland sixteen
years earlier. Remember-
ing our hardships along
the Trail of Tears, Choctaw
families identified with the
anguish of the spread of
disease and the starvation
of the Irish people; it was
a familiar heartache. In
1847, after the first potato
blight, Choctaw people col-
lected money and donated
it to families in Ireland

]

i
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The act of compassion by the Choctaw people was commemo-
rated in a painting by America Meridith.

spreads to adjacent fields
and can devastate farming
communities for miles.
Unfortunately, the loss
from potato blight left an
enormous food shortage
in Ireland (approximately
60%), especially in remote
areas, that was nearly im-
possible to remedy even if
the British Empire had re-
stricted the export of other
crops from Ireland (Don-
nelly 2002). The British
Empire responded to the
famine, not with additional
food supplements but with
the implementation of work
relief programs and man-
agement strategies; these
quickly proved problematic.
From the start they were in-
effective solutions because
the Irish people already
suffering from the effects of
malnutrition and exhaus-

through a philanthropist
by the name of Myndert
van Schaick (Kinealy 2015,
Donnelly 2002). Schaick
led the General Irish Relief
Committee located in New
York City who gave the
money to the Society of
Friends in Dublin, Ireland,
which had been estab-
lished in 1846 after the first
potato blight. The Society
of Friends worked with the
Quakers to provide direct
support to Irish families

in the form of cash, fuel,
seeds, blankets, and soup
kitchens (Kinealy 2015).
Several historical accounts
attest to funds donated by
Choctaw People, some at
various locations, others

at only one location, some
even credit a much larger
donation, but it is clear that
at least $170 did make it to

Ireland in this manner.
What is particularly in-
teresting about this story is
the very nature of how the
Quakers helped the Irish

people. Other religious
organizations providing

Kindred Spirits, a tribute to the Choctaw
people, was completed last year and sits in
Bailic Park in County Cork, Ireland.

relief wanted something in
return for their donation
to Irish families. Whether
it was a day’s labor, school
attendance by Irish chil-
dren, a verbal conversion, a
baptism, or other request,
aid was conditional. The
Quakers, however, pro-
vided their services to Irish
families unconditionally.
This unconditional charity
likely appealed to Choctaw
people having suffered

so greatly the years lead-
ing to removal, during the
Trail of Tears, and after.
This single act of compas-
sion to seeming strangers
some 4300 miles across
the Atlantic Ocean, united
two nations, forging a bond
to last for generations.
Today, Choctaw people can
visit the beautiful monu-
ment commemorating this
act of empathy created by
artist Alex Pentex entitled:
“Kindred Spirits” in Bailic
Park in Middleton, Ireland
(Kemp 2015).
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Iooking fora Choctaw Veteran. ..

The Choctaw Nation VeteransAdvocacyisinsearchofanyrelativesof CivilWarVeteran,
Captain Smeon Hamilton. Captain Hamiltton died in February 1864 while a prisonerofwar
on Johnson’s kland in Ohio. Anyone with information can contact the Choctaw Nation
Veterans Advocacy at (800) 522-6170 ext. 2735, Hardan Wright, orext. 2160, Roger Hamill

Item

T-Shirt — $10 Ea.

Cap — $10 ea.

Name

Size

2016 T-Shirt Order Form
Children — (2-4), (6-8), (10-12), & (14-16)
Adults—Small, Medium, Large, X Large, 2XL, 3XL & 4XL
Deadline for ALL orders is Friday June 30th, 2016

Quantity

Total Price

Price includes postage &

handling. Limited supply of’}

children, 3X & 4X sizes. To |
order, send cash or money |

order (NO PERSONAL |

CHECKS) with completed

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number

Email

form to:

Cultural Events Dept.
Trail of Tears Walk T-Shirt
P.O. Box 1210,

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Durant, OK 74702-1210 |
1
1
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Choctaw Tag Sales Boost Needed Funding for All of Oklahoma

By CHARLES CLARK
Choctaw Nation

The Choctaw Nation, in the historic
tradition of coming to the aid of its
neighbors, is adding millions of dollars
directly into programs benefiting Okla-
homa communities.

While the Transportation Department
of the Choctaw Nation continues to re-
surface county roads, build school park-
ing lots, and more, serving all who travel
these roads, another tribal program has
emerged as a substantial benefit to all
Oklahomans.

Choctaw tribal tags for vehicles, a
program operated by the Finance Depart-
ment of the Choctaw Nation, was created
through a compact with the State of Okla-
homa and went into effect Jan. 1, 2015.

“As sovereign nations, many tribes are
issuing their own tags,” said Josh Riley,
of the Choctaw Nation’s Tribal Policy
Department. “The Cherokees were the
first in the state to go into a compact with
Oklahoma. The Choctaws and Chickasaws
went in together on a joint compact.”

Tribal members living anywhere in
Oklahoma may opt to tag their vehicle
with a Choctaw Nation license plate,
rather than an Oklahoma plate.

Whitney Malott, Senior Accounting
Manager, and Brooke Cooper, accoun-
tant, with Choctaw Nation Finance, have
answers to the most frequently asked
questions, including: If I buy a Choctaw
tag, will state or local programs supported

by tag sales get less support?

Their answer: “No. The Choctaw Nation
has negotiated a compact that ensures all
programs will continue to be supported
at the same rate. Examples of programs
that are supported by tag sales include
local school districts, County Highway
Maintenance and Construction Fund,
County Improvements for Roads and
Bridges Fund, County Road Improvement
Fund, County for Cities and Incorporated
Towns, County Road Fund for County
Roads, Oklahoma Law Enforcement
Retirement Fund, Counties for Support of
County Government, State Transportation
Fund and Wildlife Conservation Fund.

Malott added, Choctaw tags can be
purchased not only for cars, but “pickups,
normal sized SUVs, and motorcycles, but
not farm or commercial vehicles. Even
some trailers can be tagged.”

According to Choctaw Nation Finance,
32,275 Choctaw tags were sold between
Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2015 (the first full year
of sales).

Figures available for total revenues from
the Choctaw tags to the State of Oklahoma
are (available only for the last six months
of the year) totaled $3,842,577.

Malott said, all rebates for the last
calendar year have been mailed to the ad-
dress listed on each member’s title.

Revenues for July through December
2015 from Choctaw tags to the State of
Oklahoma reached $3,842,577.

The Oklahoma Tax Commission reports

collections retained by the state from

the sale of Choctaw license plates for the
second half of the year were distributed
to several city, county and state entities.
Topping the list, school districts received
$1,391,013 of the funds. Among the distri-
butions, over $1 million were also allocat-
ed for construction and improvements on
county roads and bridges, $278,203 for
county highways, and $119,120 to cities
and towns.

if they have other tag-related questions,
to email or call the car tag program. The
phone number is (800) 522-6170 Exten-
sion 2921 and the email is cartags@
choctawnation.com.

Information callers should have ready
when contacting the tag office includes
their tag identification number (if pos-
sible), month tag was purchased, and
address listed on the title.

As figures are gathered
for a complete picture of
the fiscal year, the Choctaw
Nation expects more good
news to come. Choctaw
Nation leadership plans
to continue operation of
the vehicle tag and other
programs in such a way as
to assist not only Choctaws,
but, all of its neighbors in
Oklahoma.

Choctaw Chief Gary
Batton said, “The Chahta
people wanted to show their
pride by displaying the car
tags. We are very fortu-
nate to be able to provide
a program that saves them
money and helps the com-

munities.”

Malott adds that if a tribal
member purchased a tag in
2015 and have not received
their rebate in the mail, or

Photo by Charles Clark

Whitney Malott, Senior Accounting Manager, seated, and
Brooke Cooper, accountant with Choctaw Nation Finance,
are often the voices at the other end of the phone answering
questions about Choctaw tag purchases.

Can You Vote?

Anyone who meets the eligibility guide-

lines detailed in the Choctaw Election

Ordinance, as such:

e Membership with the Choctaw Nation
of Oklahoma.

« 18 years of age or older

«  Completion of the Voter Registration
Form.

Step 1 Open packet.

Where is my Voter Registration Form?
A packet was mailed to eligible Tribal
Members who have a current address

on file with the Choctaw Nation Tribal
Membership Department at the end of
February 2016. You may also contact the
Voter Registration Department in order to
request the new form.

Step 2 Read cover letter.

The Choctaw Nation is excited to announce updates to
our Voter Registration Department. In order to provide
the best service to members, the mission is to preserve
a separate voter information database and maintain
communication with voters.

This initiative is to increase voter participation and
promote election process transparency. To align with the
goals, the department will strive to maintain accurate
voter records for all eligible members by the next Tribal
Elections in the summer of 2017.

It is the intent of the Voter Registration Department
to provide every opportunity for tribal members to vote
and have a voice in the Choctaw Nation.

Registering to vote is optional to all who qualify, but
they are encouraged to take up the responsibility and the

B e a C h o Ct aw vote r The Voter Registration Department will have staff available year round to assist Tribal

Members regarding Choctaw Nation voter registration and tribal elections. If you have any
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at your convenience.

Voter Registration: What You Need to Know

CHOCTAW

VIOTE

Be a Voice

date.

Voter Registration Contacts

Email:
voterregistration@choctawnation.com
Phone:

(580) 924-8280 or (800) 522-6170
Address:

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

ATTN: Voter Registration

P.O. Box 1210

Durant, OK 74702

Step 4 Review pre-populated
information sheet. Make any changes
needed, write date, sign in box.

privilege to do so. Even if a member has voted in tribal
elections before, they should complete the new, updated
Voter Registration Form to ensure information is up-to-

All voters will be required to provide a physical
address so they are registered to vote in the proper
District. Voters living outside the Choctaw Nation
boundaries may choose to affiliate with a District or
remain unaffiliated.

If you have received a Voter Registration packet for
aloved one who has passed, please us the provided
postage paid return envelope to send a copy of the
obituary or death certificate.

Please refer below for information and instructions on
what to do about the new voter registration procedures.

Step 3 Read the voter
registration form instructions.

What is in my Packet?

Packet included the following:

«  Voter Registration Form with pre-
populated information of Tribal
Member.

e Registration Form Instructions.

«  Cover letter.

«  Postage paid return envelope.

Step 5 Place updated pre-populated information sheet in
the provided postage paid return envelope.

Step 6 Mail updated information sheet to Voter Registration.

Choctaw Nation will select a
school district within the nation
to be the recipient of each Box
Tops Program. The 2015-16
recipient will be Hartshorne
Public School. Don't have
anyone to give your box tops to?
Here's how you can help!

It’s easy for anyone to get involved with Box Tops.
It's simple. Buy the products; clip the Box Tops; drop off or send the
Box Tops to the Choctaw Nation and help earn cash for the things
the school needs like: books, school supplies, playground equipment,
teacher training, computers, etc.

Send to:

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
Attn. Jerry Tomlinson

P.0. Box 1210

Durant, OK 74702

Yakoke to all of the Biskinik readers
for your Box Top contributions.
You are making a difference!

For further i ion contact Jerry Tomlinson at 580-924-8280 ext. 2904

Research Participants Needed

Tl T LT T ST e

Are you American Indian?

Do you live in the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma tribal
boundaries?

Are you 18 years or older?
Are you female?

If the answers are YES, you may be eligible to participate in this voluntary
research study. The purpose of this study is to learn more about the
relationships between health, foods, and American Indian identity in your
community. Individuals participating in this study will be interviewed
about their memories, thoughts, and experiences with foods and eating;
and will be asked to complete surveys about health, food environments,
cultural identity, and body image. Participation in this study will take
about 90 minutes, but could take up to 120 minutes. Study volunteers will
be compensated for their time. Please contact Kasey Jernigan to learn
more about the study and see if you qualify.

Kasey Jernigan: 617-595-3016 kjerniga@anthro.umass.edu
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